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The purpose of the subject:

· to learn and know the countries, regions, to know the main problems of the international relations and world’s politics;

· the role of a person, people, their lifestyles and culture;

· to organize to get information, it’s analysis and the process of development in the world;

· to find out the world’s  problems a regions and their solving.

The tasks of the course:

· to introduce the geographic, policy, economy and the international situation of the world;

· to find out the information about the countries;

· to know the main problems of the today’s country;

The program of the (area studies) theoretical and practical lessons-36 hours-theoretical,  10 hours-practical.

The program

The program of area studies of  Great Britain and the USA  worked out with due regard for the modern requirement to the teaching of the subject “ Foreign language”. The foreign language performs as a communicative means, cognition, understanding and interpretation the facts of other culture.

 The subject promotes the complex realization of all aims of the training the foreign language: educational, development and educative.

 
The educational purpose is to master the system of knowledge about belonging to another language’s culture, its realities, traditions, national specific and valuable orientations, the formation of the world’s picture of this language, the development ability to compare the culture of his/her country with another culture and to achieve mutual understanding with its bearer.

The development purpose-it is the development of intellectual, emotional, volitional, active and motivational sphere of personality of the students, the formation of the linguistics abilities, mastering the methods of formation the ideas in the foreign language.

The educative purpose is in educating the culture of thinking, feeling, behaviors, in enrichment of the spiritual world of the students.

Teaching the subject builds on the principals of high informative, development of critical thinking and has a good relations with the science-history, geography, literature and practical course of the foreign language
Барномаи фан
Наќшаи таќвимї-мавзўии фан  (таќсимоти соатњо)

Нимсолаи 1
	
	№
	Номгўи мавзўъњо:
	Машѓулиятњои аудиторї
	КМД
	Адабиёт

	
	
	
	Назариявї

(лексионї)
	КМДО
	
	

	1-ум  њафта 
	1. 
	Geographical situation of British Isles
	1
	1
	1
	1, 24

	
	2. 
	From the History of Great Britain 
	1
	1
	1
	1,35

	2-юм њафта
	3. 
	Traditions and customs of the British people
	1
	1
	1
	2,4

	
	4. 
	The political system of Great Britain
	1
	1
	1
	1,2.3

	3-юм њафта
	5. 
	The Economy of Great Britain
	1
	1
	1
	1,5

	
	6. 
	The  economic regions of Great Britain
	1
	1
	1
	1,5

	4 -ум њафта
	7. 
	The educational system of Great Britain
	1
	1
	1
	1,2

	
	8. 
	Great Britain Arts
	1
	1
	1
	5,6

	5-ум њафта
	9. 
	Cinema, mass media
	
	
	
	

	
	10. 
	Sports in Great Britain 
	1
	1
	1
	1,2,4

	6-ум њафта
	11. 
	Holidays in Great Britain
	1
	1
	1
	1,3

	
	12. 
	The land, the people of Great Britain and the British way of life
	1
	1
	1
	2,4

	Санљиши фосилавии №1 (7-ум њафта)
	
	Кори контролї

	8-ум њафта
	13. 
	Vegetation and Wildlife
	1
	1
	1
	1

	
	14. 
	Environment protection
	1
	1
	1
	2

	9-ум њафта
	15. 
	Devolved administrations
	1
	1
	1
	1,3

	
	16. 
	Food in Great Britain
	1
	1
	1
	1

	10-ум њафта
	17. 
	Geographical position of the USA
	1
	1
	1
	1.8

	
	18. 
	The population of the USA
	1
	1
	1
	1,8

	11-ум њафта
	19. 
	History of the USA
	
	
	
	1,8

	
	20. 
	The political system of the USA
	1
	1
	1
	2,4

	12-ум њафта
	21. 
	Constitution of the country
	1
	1
	1
	8

	
	22. 
	The U.S. educational system
	1
	1
	1
	8

	13-ум хафта
	23. 
	Cinema, mass media
	1
	1
	1
	1,2,3, 6, 7

	
	24. 
	Radio, cinema in the USA
	1
	1
	1
	1,3,4

	
	14-ум њафта: Санчиши фосилавии №2

	15-ум њафта
	25. 
	Newspapers in the USA
	1
	1
	1
	1,3,4

	
	26. 
	Magazines and Internet in the USA
	1
	1
	1
	1,2,3

	16-ум њафта
	27. 
	American and British Famikies
	1
	1
	1
	1,2

	
	28. 
	The Higher Organs of Power in the USA
	1
	1
	1
	2,3.8

	17-ум њафта
	29. 
	Popular Media and Sports
	1
	1
	1
	1,2,3, 6, 7

	
	30. 
	Literature, Philosophy, Arts of the USA
	1
	1
	1
	1,3,5

	18-ум њафта
	31. 
	American character and Holidays of the country
	1
	1
	1
	1,5

	
	32. 
	History of Democracy
	1
	1
	1
	1

	
	
	Хамаги 
	32
	32
	32
	64 соат


Наќшаи иљрои  мавзўъњо  ва мўњлати супоридани

корњои мустаќилонаи донишљўён бо роњбарии омўзгор (КМДО)

	№
	Мавзўи машѓулият
	Маќсад ва мазмуни супориш
	Адабиёти тавсияшуда
	Шакли назорат
	Мўњлати супоридани супориш

	1.
	Кашидани харитаи Британияи Кабир (Англия, Шотландия, Уэллс ва Ирландияи Шимолї)
	Ба хартиаи Британияи Кабир дуруст назар кунед ва онро кашед
	
	Пурсиши инфродї
	

	2.
	 Дар бораи таърихи Британияи Кабир њикояњоя нависед
	 Матнро хонед, тањлил куне два калимањои навро азёд кунед.

Инкишофи нутќї дањонї
	
	Пурсиши инфродї
	

	3.
	Дар мавзўи урфи одати халќњои Британияи Кабир иншо нависед


	Навиштани иншо. 

Инкишофи мањорати навишт
	
	Пурсиши инфродї
	

	4.
	Навиштани маќола дар бораи системаи сиёсии  Британияи Кабир
	Навиштани иншо.

Инкишофи мањорату малакаи забонї
	
	Пурсиши инфродї
	

	5.
	Навиштани маърўза дар бораи иќтисодиёти Британияи Кабир
	Матнро хонед ва тарљима кунед.

Баланд бардоштани мањорати навишт ва хониш.
	
	Пурсиши инфродї
	

	6.
	Навиштани маърўза дар бораи 8 ноњияи иќтисодии Британияи Кабир.

Кашидани харитаи ноњияињои иќтисодии мамлакат
	Хондан, тарљима ва тањлили матн.

Инкишофи ќобилияти эљодї
	
	Пурсиши инфродї
	

	7.
	Навиштани иншо дар мавзўи системаи маорифи Британияи Кабир
	Хондан, навиштанб тарљима ва наќл кардани матнњо.

Инкишофи мањорати навишт, гуфтугў ва муошират
	
	Пурсиши инфродї
	

	8.
	Навиштани њикоя дар бораи санъати Бртианияи Кабир
	Хондан, навиштан.

Азхуд кардани ќойдањои навишт
	
	Пурсиши инфродї
	

	9.
	Навиштани маърўза дар бораи рўзномањо ва маљаллањои кишвар
	Хондан, навиштан, тарљимаи матн.

Инкишофи нутќи шифоњї ва хаттї
	
	Пурсиши инфродї
	

	10.
	Азёд кардани 10 љумла аз матн ва навиштани 15 љумла дар бораи саъат ва варзиши мамлакат
	Хондан, навиштан ва тањлили матн.

Инкишофи ќобилияти эљодкорї 
	
	Пурсиши инфродї
	

	11.
	Гузоштани 15 савол ба матн ва ба онњо хаттї љавоб гардондан
	Хондан ва тарљимаи матн.

Инкишофи мањорати сухангўї, дар баробари он баланд бардоштани мањорати муошират
	
	Пурсиши инфродї
	

	12.
	Навиштани маќолањо дар бораи халќи Британияи Кабир
	Баланд бардоштани мањорати навишт ва сухангўї
	
	Пурсиши инфродї
	

	13.
	Навиштани њикоя дар бораи табиати Британияи Кабир
	Навиштан ва хондан.

Инкишофи нутќи шифоњї ва хаттї
	
	Пурсиши инфродї
	

	14.
	Навиштани маърўза дар бораи муњити зист
	Маърўза. 

Инкишоф додани мањорати муошират
	
	Пурсиши инфродї
	

	15.
	Навиштани 20 љумла аз матн ва азёд кардани онњо
	Инкишофи нутќи шифоњї ва хаттї
	
	Пурсиши инфродї
	

	16.
	Навиштани њикоя дар бораи хўрокињои Британияи Кабир.

Инчунин навиштани њикоя дар бораи хўроки дўстошта
	Такмили махорати навишт ва гуфтугў
	
	Пурсиши инфродї
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	17.
	Азёд кардани 15 љумла аз матн
	Баланд бардоштани мањорати суханварї
	
	Пурсиши инфродї
	

	18. 
	Азёд кардани 12 љумла аз матн ва навиштани 10 љумла бо калимањои нави додашуда
	Инкишофи нутќи шифоњї ва хатї
	
	Пурсиши инфродї
	

	19.
	Навиштани њикоя дар бораи таърихи ИМА
	Навиштани њикоя.

Инкишофи ќобилияти фикркунї ва эљодкорї

	
	Пурсиши инфродї
	

	20.
	Навиштани маърўза дар бораи системаи маорифи ИМА
	Навиштани маърўза.

Такмили мањорати навишт
	
	Пурсиши инфродї
	

	21.
	Навиштани маърўза дар бораи системаи сиёсї ва њукумати ИМА
	Азхуд кардани ќойдањои навишт ва истифодаи дурусти онњо дар нутќ
	
	Пурсиши инфродї
	

	22.
	Навиштани маърўза дар бораи системаи маорифи  ИМА
	Инкишофи нутќи хаттї
	
	Пурсиши инфродї
	

	23.
	Навиштани њикоя дар бораи актёри дўстдошта
	Инкишофи ќобилияти эљодкорона
	
	Пурсиши инфродї
	

	24.
	Фикратонро дар бораи кино нависед
	Инкишофи ќобилияти фикрронї
	
	Пурсиши инфродї
	

	25.
	Навиштани маърўза дар бораи яке аз рўзномањо
	Навиштани маърўза.

Инкишофи ќобилияти навишт ва мањорати фикрронї
	
	Пурсиши инфродї
	

	26.
	Навиштани њикоя дар бораи маљаллаи дўстдошта
	Навиштани маќола.

Тарзи дуруст ва инкишофи маданияти сухан
	
	Пурсиши инфродї
	

	27.
	Навиштани њикоя дар бораи оилањои Британия ва Америкої. Инчунин навиштани њикоя дар бораи оилањои тољикї
	Такмили махорати эљодкорї ва баланд бардоштани мањорати оиладорї
	
	Пурсиши инфродї
	

	28.
	Гузоштани 15 савол ба матн ва ба онњо хаттї љавоб гардондан ва навиштани 10 љумла дар бораи органњои олии кишвар
	Навиштан ва хондани матн.

Баланд бардоштани мањорати навишт, суханварї
	
	Пурсиши инфродї
	

	29.
	Навиштани њикоя дар бораи рўзномањои ИМА
	Навиштани њикоя.

Баланд бардоштани мањорати навишт
	
	Пурсиши инфродї
	

	30.
	Навиштани маърўза дар бораи адабиёт ва санъати ИМА
	Навиштани маърўза.
	
	Пурсиши инфродї
	

	31.
	Навиштан ва азёд  кардани 20 љумла аз матн. Фикратонро дар бораи идњои ИМА нависед
	Навиштан ва азёд кардан
	
	Пурсиши инфродї
	

	32.
	Дар бораи демократия маърўза нависед
	Навиштани маърўза. 

Инкишофи нутќи шифоњї ва хаттї
	
	Пурсиши инфродї
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Section 1. Great Britain

Theme 1.1. Geographical situation of Great Britain Isles.

The Isles of Great Britain. North Ireland, Hebrides, Scottish, Orknerk and other islands. The straits and seas washed by  islands. The concept of Great Britain. “England”, “The United Kingdom of Great Britain and North Ireland”, “Wales”, “Scotland:, “North Ireland”. The square of the country. The relief, the climate conditions. Lakes, rivers. The vegetable and animal world.

Natural resources’, Mineral resource of the British industry.

Theme 1.2. From the History of Great Britain.

The influence of the ethnic group on the process of the formation of the population of Great Britain.

The ancient monuments Stonehenge, Airborne, Kent. Subjugation of Britain by Rome’s, their heritage

Theme 1.3. The traditions and customs of the British people.

The character, the feather of the image of life and culture of Britain, the historical, geographical, economical, political factors of the development of the country. The role of the traditions and customs in the social and private life. The customs of England, Wales, Scotland and North Ireland.

Theme 1.4. The political system of Great Britain.

Great Britain is a constitutional monarchy. The monarchy and its role in the modern Britain. Parliament, the high legislative organ of the country. The House of Commons and the House of Lords, their structure and right. The Government, Cabinet Minister, Parliamentary Opposition.

Theme 1.5. The economy of Great Britain.

The feather of the economic development of the country, its influence on the structure and geography of the economy. 

Agriculture and its significance for the economy of the country.

Transport. The characteristic of the main aspects of transport.

The foreign economic relations with the other countries.

Theme 1.6. The economic regions of Great Britain.
The main economic regions of Great Britain: South England, Midland, Lancashire, Yorkshire, North England; Wales; Scotland; North Ireland..

The biggest cities.
Theme 1.7. The Educational system of Great Britain.

Education in Great Britain. Public schools.

Types of schools. The role of Ministry of Education in Great Britain. University Education. Universities and colleges. Types of Universities in Great Britain.
Theme 1.8. Great Britain Arts

Theatres, galleries and painters.
Theme 1.9. Cinema, Mass Media.

The Eclipse of the Theatre. Theatres.  Opera and Ballet.

  Galleries and Museums. London is the center of the  culture life of the country.
The main British newspapers and journals.

The famous American cinema producers. The musical life and the modern famous composers. 

 BBC and its role in the life of the country. The characteristic of the main canals of television
Theme 1.10. Sports in Great Britain

Kinds of sports, the people favorite sports.

Theme 1.11. Holidays in Great Britain
The Holidays and celebration in the country.
Theme 1.12. The Land, the people of Great Britain and the British way of life
Pubs and clubs.  The behaviors of the British in different situations. National kinds of sports. The role of church and religion in the life of the British people.
Theme 1.13.Vegetation and Wildlife

The nature, the people’s role in protection the nature.

Theme 1.14. Environmental protection

 The people behavior about the pollution and environment.
Theme 1.15. Devolved administrations

The role of different administrations in the life of the people.

Theme 1.16. Food in Great Britain
Kinds of food, their preparation and cooking
Section 2. The United States of America

Theme 2.1. Geographical situation of the USA. Economy of the USA.

The relief and its feathers. The climate situation. The natural recourses from the point of view of the development economy. The biggest rivers and lakes. The row materials for the American economy.

Theme 2.2. The population of the USA.

The peculiarity formation of the American nation. Immigration on the different stages of the economy development. The ethnical structure of the population. The social situation of the ethnical groups of the USA: south Africans, SOUTH Americans and Asian origin.

Theme 2.3. The historical features formation and development in the USA.

 The opening of the North-America ,by Normans (11cent.) and the Ch. Columbus (1492).

Theme 2.4. The political system in the USA.

The peculiarity of the American constitution. The Bill about rights. The organizational independence of three branch of the political system- legislative, executive, judicial.

The congress of the USA. The President of the USA, vice-president, their rights and duties. The Cabinet of Ministry, the system of the Ministry. The electoral system.
Theme 2.5. Constitution

The constitution of the USA.

Theme 2.6. The educational system of the USA.

 The primary and secondary education. The private schools. The church schools. University education. Technical Institutes and professional colleges.

Theme 2.7. Cinema, Mass media.

Cinema, radio, TV. The role of the cinema in the society. Hollywood and its role.

The biggest agencies of press. The newspapers and journals. The biggest corporations of radio and TV.
Theme 2.8. Radio, cinema in the USA

The role of radio and cinema in the life of the American’s people.

Theme 2.9. Newspapers in the USA

Types of the newspapers.

Theme 2.10. Magazines and Internet

The role of Magazines and Internet.

Theme 2.11. American and British Families

The differences.

Theme 2.12. The Higher Organs of Powers in the USA

The President, the Congress and other parties.
Theme 2.13. Popular Media and Sports

Theme 2.14. Literature, Philosophy, Arts of the USA

The role of  Literature, Philosophy, Arts in the role of the population
Theme 2.15.  American character and Holidays 

The national feathers of the Americans. The heroes of the USA. Holidays. The American mode of life. The role of church and religion in the American life. Sports.
Theme 2.16. History of Democracy

Democracy and its influence on the people and their families. 
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English today
The English language is spoken today in parts of Europe, the Americas, Asia, Africa, Australia, New Zealand, and in some of the islands of the Atlantic, Indian and Pacific Oceans. It is spoken as a first language by 320-370 million people. It is also used as a second language by about the same number of people, and as a foreign language by millions more. English is probably used in some way by about a quarter of all the people in the world. Because so many people, in so many places, speak or use English it is often called a ‘world language’.

Who uses English, and why is it such a widely spoken language? In countries like Britain and America, English is the first language of most people: in other words, it is the first language people learn as children and they communicate in English all the time. In other countries, like India, Nigeria, Singapore and Papua New Guinea, large numbers of people use English as a second language. They have their own first language, but because English is one of the official languages, they use it in education, business, government and broadcasting. Finally, in many countries English is taught in schools as a foreign language, but it is not an official language.


English is also used for many different kinds of international communication. Politics and business are often carried out in English.
Theoretical Lessons

 Section1. Great Britain
1.1 A theme: geographical situation of British Isles

Britain lies off the northwest of mainland Europe. Its full name is the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (or the UK). Britain consists of four countries: England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland-which share the same monarch, government and national flag known as the Union Jack. (“Jack” is a less common word for flag.) It is wrong to refer to the inhabitants of Britain as “English”, since England is only one of the four countries which make up Britain. England is the largest of the four countries and is bordered by Scotland to the north and by Wales to the west. The island of Ireland is divided between the Irish Republic (or Eire) in the south and Northern Ireland which is part of Britain. The Irish Republic is politically independent of the British government. Together, the Irish Republic and Britain are often referred to as the British Isles but this is a geographical name not a political one. The Isle of Man in the Irish Sea between England and Northern Ireland is not officially part of Britain and is partly self-governing. In western Scotland there is a large chain of islands called the Hebrides and to the north-east of the Scottish mainland are the Orkney and Shetland islands. These are all part of Britain.

The Thames and Severn are the principal rivers in England. The Severn is the longest river. The Thames is the most important one. It should be said that a hundred years ago, the Thames was crowded with ships, leaving for Java, New Zealand and New York, but now people travel by air, and Heathrow, London’s main airport, is one of the busiest in the world.


 The Clyde, Spey, and Tweed are the main rivers in Scotland. The major rivers in Northern Ireland are the Barm, Erne, and Foyle. The Dee, Tywi, and Teifi are the main rivers in Wales.


Ben Nevis is the highest point in the United Kingdom. It is located in the Northern Highlands in Scotland.

The weather in England is very changeable. A fine morning can change into a wet afternoon and evening. And a nasty morning can change into a fine afternoon. That is why it is natural for the English to use the comparison «as changeable as (he weather» of a person who often changes his mood or opinion about something. «Other countries have a climate; in England we have weather». This statement is often made by the English lo describe the meteorological conditions of their country.

The English also say that they have three variants of weather: when it rains in the morning, when it rains in the afternoon, or when it rains all day long.

The weather is the favorite conversational topic in England. When two Englishmen meet, their first words will be «How are you» And after the reply «Very well, thank you; how are you?» the next remark is almost certain to be about the weather. When they go abroad the English often surprise people of other nationalities by I his tendency to talk about the weather, a topic of conversation that oilier people do not find so interesting.

The best time of the year in England is spring (of course, it rains in spring too). The two worst months in Britain are January and February. They are cold, damp, and unpleasant. The best place in the world then is at home by the fire.

Summer months are rather cold and there can be a lot of rainy days. So most people, who look forward to summer holidays, plan lo go abroad for the summer, to France or somewhere on the Continent. The most unpleasant aspects of the weather in England are fog and smog.

Vocabulary:

condition, damp, statement, surprise,

chain, crowd, inhabitant, mainland, refer.

Students’ and teacher’s independent work (STIW)

Answer the questions.

1. What  can you say about the geographical situation of Great Britain?

2. What is Jack?

3. Are you interested in Geography?

4. What are the main rivers in England?

5. What are the main  rivers in other parts of the UK?

6. What is the highest mountain in the United Kingdom?

7. What  can you say about the geographical situation of Great Britain?

8. What is Jack?

9. Are you interested in Geography?

10. What are the main rivers in England?

11. What are the main  rivers in other parts of the UK?

12. What is the highest mountain in the United Kingdom?

Students’ independent work (SIW)

Draw a map of Great Britain (England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland).

1.2. A theme:  from the history of  Great Britain
The conquest of England by the Normans began in 1066 with the Battle of Hastings where the English fought against the Normans. The conquest was completed in 1071.
Who were the Normans who conquered England?

Some 150 years before the conquest of England they came to a part of France, opposite England, a part that we call Normandy. There they adopted the Christian faith, the French language and the Roman law. So they became French. The Normans brought to England the French language. After the Norman Conquest there were 3 languages in England. There was Latin, the language of church and the language, in which all learned men wrote and spoke. There was French, the language, which kings and nobles spoke. And finally, there was the English language, which remained the language of the masses of the people.

The role of the Norman Conquest was great for the development of feudalism and monarchy in Britain.

 
The history of the UK dates back to the ancient times. From the sixth to the third centuries BC, the British Isles were invaded by the Celtic tribes. They came from central Europe, and settled in southern England. The Celts were pagans. Their priests, known as Druids, had all education in their hands. They administered justice, and made a disobedient layman an outlaw.

In AD 43, the Romans invaded southern Britain. It became colony called Britania. The Romans set up their capital in London and built such cities as Bath, Chester and York. The Roman invasion was not peaceful. In AD 60, the Irene, a tribe led by Queen Boadicea, destroyed three cities, including London. In AD 122, Emperor Hadrian built a long wall to defend the border between England and Scotland. In the fourth century the Roman Empire was collapsing and the Roman legions left Britain.

From about AD 350 the Saxons, Jutes and Angles began invading south-east England. The native people could not stop the new enemy. The Celts fled north and west taking their ancient arts and languages with them. Celtic languages have disappeared from most of Europe, but are still spoken in parts of Wales, Ireland and Scotland. The Anglo-Saxons were converted to Christianity by Saint Augustine of Rome in AD 597. As Christianity speed, churches and monasteries were built in England.

About AD 790, the Vikings started to invade England. The north and east of England were settled by the Danes. The Vikings were excellent traders and navigators. They traded in silk and furs as far as Russia. In 1016, England became part of the Scandinavian empire under king Cnut. In 1066 England was conquered by the Normans. William Duke of Normandy, known as William the Conqueror, won the battle of Hastings and became King of England. William 1 established a strong, centralized country under military rule. The Normans built castles all over England to control England better. Norman power was absolute, and the language of the new rulers, Norman French, had a lasting effect on English. Since 1066, England has never been invaded.

Vocabulary:
ancient, collapce, conquere, disobidient, invade, justice
Tasks:

Students’ and teacher’s  independent work

Answer the questions:

1. Who were the Normans who conquered England?

2. What was the language of the church?

3. What was the language of kings and nobles?

4. In which parts of Great Britain are spoken Celtic languages?

Students’ independent work

Write a topic about the history of Great Britain.

1.3. A theme:  traditions and customs of the British people
Every nation and every country has its own traditions and customs. Traditions make a nation special. Some of them are old-fashioned and many people remember them, others are part of people's life Some British customs and traditions are known all the world.

From Scotland to Cornwall, Britain is full of customs and traditions. A lot of them have very Ion; histories. Some are funny and some are strange. But they are all interesting. There is the long menu с traditional British food. There are many royal occasions. There are songs, saying and superstitions. The are all part of the British way of life.

You cannot really imagine Britain without all its traditions, this integral feature of social and privat life of the people living on the British Isles that has always been an important part of their life and work.

English traditions can classified into several groups: traditions concerning the Englishmen's privat life (child's birth, wedding, marriage, wedding anniversary); which are connected with families incomes state traditions; national holidays, religious holidays, public festival, traditional ceremonies.

The Queen is the only person in Britain with two birthdays. Her real birthday is on April 21st, but sh has an "official" birthday, too. That is on the second Saturday in June. And on the Queen's official birthday there is a traditional ceremony called the Trooping of the Colour. It is a big parade with brass bands an hundreds of soldiers at Horse Guard's Parade in London. A "regiment" of the Queen's soldiers, the Guards march in front of her. At the front of the parade there is the regiment's flag or "colour". Thousands с Londoners and visitors watch in Horse Guards' Parade. And millions of people at home watch it о television. This custom is not very old, but it is for very old people. On his or her one hundredth birthday, British person gets a telegram with congratulations from the Queen.

The changing of the Guard happens every day at Buckingham Palace, the Queen's home i London. The ceremony always attracts a lot of spectators - Londoners as well as visitors - to the Britis capital.

So soldiers stand on front of the palace. Each morning these soldiers (the "guard') change. On group leaves and another arrives. In summer and winter tourists stand outside the palace at 11:30 ever morning and watch the Changing of the Guard.

Traditionally the Queen opens Parliament every autumn. But Parliament, not the Royal Famih controls modern Britain. The Queen travels from Buckingham Palace to the Houses of Parliament in a gol carriage - the Irish State Coach. At the Houses of Parliament the Queen sits on a "throne" in the House с Lords. Then she reads the "Queen's Speech". At the State Opening of Parliament the Queen wears crown. She wears other jewels from the Crown Jewels, too.

Every year, there is a new Lord Mayor of London. The Mayor is the city's traditional leader. And th second Saturday in November is always the day for the Lord Mayor's Show. This ceremony is over si hundred years old. It is also London's biggest parade.

The Lord Mayor drives to the Royal Courts of Justice in a coach. The coach is two hundred year old. It is red and gold and it has six horses.
One is the uniform of the Beefeaters at the tower of London. This came first from France. Another is the uniform of the Horse Guards at Horse Guard's Parade, not far from Buckingham Palace. Thousand of visitors take photographs of the Horse Guards.
Britannia is a symbol of Britain. And she wears traditional clothes, too. But she is not a real person

Lots of ordinary clothes have a long tradition. The famous bowler hat, for example. A man calle Beaulieu made the first one in 1850.

One of the British soldiers, Wellington, gave his name to a pair of boots. They have a shorter nam today - "Wellies".
There is a very special royal tradition. On the River Thames there are hundreds of swans. A lot с these beautiful white birds belong, traditionally, to the king or queen. In July the young swans on th Thames are about two months old. Then the Queen's swan keeper goes, in a boat, from London Bridge t Henley. He looks at all the young swans and marks the royal ones. The name of this strange nut interesting custom is Swan Upping.

There are only six public holidays a year in Great Britain, that is days on which people need not go in to work. They are: Christmas Day, Good Friday, Easter Monday, Spring Bank Holiday and Late Summe Bank Holiday, Boxing Day.

So the most popular holiday in Britain is Christmas. Christmas has been celebrated from th earliest days of recorded history, and each era and race has pasted a colourful sheet of new customs an traditions over the old.

On the Sunday before Christmas many churches hold a carol service where special hymns ar sung. Sometimes carol singers can be heard in the streets as they collect money for charity. There are a Ic of very popular British Christmas carols. Three famous ones are: "Good King Wenceslas", "The Holly and The Ivy" and "We Three Kings".
There is another name for Father Christmas in Britain - Santa Claus. That comes from the European name for him - Saint Nicholas. In the traditional story he lives at the North Pole. But now he lives in big shops in towns and cities all over Britain. Well, that's where children see him ain November and December. Then on Christmas Eve he visits every house. He climbs down the chimney and leaves lots of presents. Some people leave something for him, too. A glass of wine and some biscuits, for example.

At Christmas everyone decorates their houses with holly, ivy colourful lamps.

In Britain the most important meal on December 25th is Christmas dinner. Nearly all Christmas food is traditional, but a lot of the traditions are not very old. For example, there were no turkeys in Britain before 1800. And even in the nineteenth century, goose was the traditional meat at Christmas. But not now.
December 26th is Boxing Day. Traditionally boys from the shops in each town asked for money at Christmas. They went from house to house on December 26th and took boxes made of wood with them. At each house people gave them money. This was a Christmas present. So the name of December 26th doesn't come from the sport of boxing - it comes from the boys' wooden boxes. Now, Boxing Day is an extra holiday after Christmas Day.

Traditionally Boxing Day Hunts is a day for foxhunting. The huntsmen and huntswomen ride horses. They use dogs, too. The dogs (fox hounds) follow the smell of the fox. Then the huntsmen and huntswomen follow the hounds. Before a Boxing Day hunt, the huntsmen and huntswomen drink not wine. But the tradition of the December 26th hunt is changing. Now, some people want to stop Boxing Day Hunts (and other hunts, too). They don't like foxhunting. For them it's not a sport - it is cruel.

In England people celebrate the New Year. But it is not as widely or as enthusiastically observed as Christmas. Some people ignore it completely and go to bed at the same time as usual on New Year's

Eve. Many others, however, do celebrate it in one way or another, the type of celebration varying've much according to the local custom, family tradition and personal taste.

The most famous celebration is in London round the statue of Eros in Piccadilly Circus whe crowds gather and sing and welcome the New Year. In Trafalgar Square there is also a big crowd a someone usually falls into the fountain.

Every Year the people of Norway give the city of London a present. It's a big Christmas tree ant stands in Trafalgar Square. Also in central London, Oxford Street and Regent Street always have beaut decorations at the New Year and Christmas. Thousands of people come to look at them.

In Britain a lot of people make New Year Resolutions on the evening of December 31st. f example, "I'll get up early every morning next year", or "I'll clean, my shoes every day". But there is problem. Most people forget their New Year Resolutions on January 2n .
But New Year's Eve is a more important festival in Scotland then it is in England, and it even ha special name. It is not clear where the 'Hogmanay' comes from, but it is connected with the provision food and drink for all visitors to your home on 31st December.

There is a Scottish song that is sung all over the world at midnight on New Year's Eve. It v written by Robert Burns, the famous Scottish poet, and you may find some of the traditional words a difficult to understand, but that's the way it's always sung - even by English people!

It was believed that the first person to visit one's house on New Year's Day could bring good or I luck. Therefore, people tried to arrange for the person of their own choice to be standing outside tl houses ready to be let in the moment midnight had come.

Usually a dark-complexioned man was chosen, and never a woman, for she would bring bad li The first footer was required to carry three articles: a piece of coal to wish warmth, a piece of bread to v food, and a silver coin to wish wealth. In some parts of northern England this pleasing custom is observed. So this interesting tradition called "First Footing".
Although the Christian religion gave the world Easter as we know it today, the celebration owe name and many of its customs and symbols to a pagan festival called Eostre. Eostre, the Anglo-Ss goddess of springtime and sunrise, got her name from the world east, where the sunrises. Every sp northern European peoples celebrated the festival of Eostre to honour the awakening of new life in na Christians related the rising of the sun to the resurrection of Jesus and their own spiritual rebirth.

The Easter bunny also originated in pre-Christian fertility lore. The rabbit was the most f animal our ances tors knew, so they selected it as a symbol of new life. Today, children enjoy eating с bunnies and listening to stories about the Easter bunny, who supposedly brings Easter eggs in a f basket.

Also there is a spectacular parade on Easter. It is a truly spectacular Easter Parade in Batte Park. It is sponsored by the London Tourist Board and is usually planned around a central theme relat the history and attractions of London. The great procession, or parade, begins at 3 p.m. but it is advi: to find a vantage-point well before that hour.

On October 31st British people celebrate Halloween. It is undoubtedly the most colourful exciting holiday of the year. Though it is not a public holiday, it is very dear to those who celebrs especially to children and teenagers. This day was originally called All Hallow's Eve because it fell о eve of All Saints' Day. The name was later shortened to Halloween. According to old beliefs, Hallowen the time, when the veil between the living and the dead is partially lifted, and witches, ghosts and super natural beings are about. Now children celebrate Halloween in unusual costumes and masks. I festival of merrymaking, superstitions spells, fortunetelling, traditional games and pranks. Halloweer time for fun.

Few holidays tell us much of the past as Halloween. Its origins dateback to a time, when people believed in devils, witches and ghosts. Many Halloween customs are based on beliefs of the ancient Celts, who lived more than 2,000 years ago in what is now Great Britain, Ireland, and northern France.

Every year the Celts celebrated the Druid festival of Samhain, Lord of the Dead and Prince of Darkness. It fell on October 31, the eve of the Druid new year. The date marked the end of summer, or the time when the sun retreated before the powers of darkness and the reign of the Lord of Death began. The Dun god took part in the holiday and received thanks for the year's harvest.

It was believed that evil spirits sometimes played tricks on October 31. They could also do all kinds of damage to property. Some people tried to ward of the witches by painting magic signs on their barns. Others tried to frighten them away by nailing a piece of iron, such as a horseshoe, over the door.

In Ireland, and some other parts of Great Britain, it was believed, that fairies spirited away young wives, whom they returned dazed and amnesic 366 days later.

When Halloween night fell, people in some places dressed up and tried to resemble the souls of the dead. They hoped that the ghosts would leave peacefully before midnight. They carried food to the edge of town or village and left it for the spirits.

In Wales, they believed that the devil appeared in the shape of a pig, a horse, or a dog. On that night, every person marked a stone and put it in a bonfire. If a person's stone was missing the next morning, he or she would die within a year.

Much later, when Christianity came to Great Britain and Ireland, the Church wisely let the people keep their old feast. But it gave it a new association when in the 9th century a festival in honour of all saints (All Hallows) was fixed on November 1. In the 11th century November 2 became All Souls' Day to honour the souls of the dead, particularly those who died during the year.

Halloween customs today follow many of the ancient traditions, though their significance has long since disappeared.

A favourite Halloween custom is to make a jack-j'-lantern. Children take out the middle of the pumpkin, cut hole holes for the eyes, nose and mouth in its side and, finally, they put a candle inside the pumpkin to scare their friends. The candle burning inside makes the orange face visible from far away on a dark night - and the pulp makes a delicious pumpkin-pie.

According to an Irish legend, jack-o'-lanterns were named for a man called Jack who was notorious for his drunkenness and being stingy. One evening at the local pub, the Devil appeared to take his soul. Clever Jack persuaded the Devil to "have one drink together before we go". To pay for his drink the Devil turned himself into a sixpence. Jack immediately put it into his wallet. The Devil couldn't escape from it because it had a catch in the form of a cross. Jack released the Devil only when the latter promised to leave him in peace for another year. Twelve months later, Jack played another practical joke on the Devil, letting him down from a tree only on the promise that he would never purse him again. Finally, Jack's body wore out. He could not enter heaven because he was a miser. He could not enter hell either, because he played jokes on the Devil. Jack was in despair. He begged the Devil for a live coal to light his way out of the dark. He put it into a turnip and, as the story goes, is still wandering around the earth with his lantern.
Halloween is something called Beggars' Night or Trick or Treat night. Some people celebrate Beggars' Night as Irish children did in the 17 century. They dress up as ghosts and witches and go into the streets to beg. And children go from house to house and say: "Trick or treatf, meaning "Give me a treat or I'll play a trick on you". Some groups of "ghosts" chant Beggars' Night rhymes:

Trick or treat, Smell our feet. 
We want somethig Good to eat.

At Halloween parties the guests wear every kind of costume. Some people dress up like supernatural creatures, other prefers historical or political figures. You can also meet pirates, princesses, Draculas, Cinderellas, or even Frankenstein's monsters at a Halloween festival.

At Halloween parties children play traditional games. Many games date back to the harvest festivals of very ancient times. One of the most popular is called bobbing for apples. One child at a time has to get apples from a tub of water without using hands. But how to do this? By sinking his or her face into the water and biting the apple!

And no Halloween party is complete without at least one scary story. It helps too create an air of mystery.

Unfortunately now most people do not believe in evil spirits. They know that evil spirits do not break steps, spill garbage or pull down fences. If property is damaged, they blame naughty boys and girls. Today Halloween is still a bad night for the police...

March 1st is a very important day for Welsh people. It's St. David's Day. He's the "patron" oi national saint of Wales. On March 1st, the Welsh celebrate St. Davids Day and wear daffodils in the buttonholes of their coats or jackets.

On February 14th it's Saint Valentine's Day in Britain. It is not a national holiday. Banks and offices do not close, but it is a happy little festival in honour of St. Valentine. On this day, people send Valentine cards to their husbands, wives, girlfriends and boyfriends. You can also send a card to a person you do no know. But traditionally you must never write your name on it. Some British newspapers have got a page fo Valentine's Day messages on February 14th.

This lovely day is widely celebrated among people of all ages by the exchanging of "valentines".

Saint Valentine was a martyr but this feast goes back to pagan times and the Roman feast о Lupercalia. The names of young unmarried girls were put into a vase. The young men each picked a name and discovered the identity of their brides.

This custom came to Britain when the Romans invaded it. But the church moved the festival to the nearest Christian saint's day: this was Saint Valentine's Day.

Midsummer's Day, June 24th, is the longest day of the year. On that day you can see a very oh custom at Stonehenge, in Wiltshire, England. Stonehenge is on of Europe's biggest stone circles. A lot с the stones are ten or twelve metres high. It is also very old. The earliest part of Stonehenge is nearly 5,00" years old. But what was Stonehenge? A holy place? A market? Or was it a kind of calendar? Many peopl' think that the Druids used it for a calendar. The Druids were the priests in Britain 2,000 years ago. The used the sun and the stones at Stonehenge to know the start of months and seasons. There are Druids i Britain today, too. And every June 24th a lot of them go to Stonehenge. On that morning the sun shines о one famous stone - the Heel stone. For the Druids this is a very important moment in the year. But for a Ic of British people it is just a strange old custom.

Londoners celebrate carnivals. And one of them is Europe's biggest street carnival. A lot of peopl in the Notting Hill area of London come from the West Indies - a group of islands in the Caribbean. And fc two days in August, Nutting Hill is the West Indies. There is West Indian food and music in the street; There is also a big parade and people dance day and night.

April 1st is April Fool's Day in Britain. This is a very old tradition from the Middle Ages (between th fifth and fifteenth centuries). At that time the servants were masters for one day of the year. They gav orders to their masters, and their masters had to obey.

Now April Fool's Day is different. It is a day for jokes and tricks.

Oxford and Cambridge are Britain's two oldest universities. In the nineteenth century, rowing was popular sport at both of them. In 1829 they agreed to have a race. They raced on the river Thames and th Oxford boat won. That started a tradition. Now, every Spring, the University Boat Race goes from Putney I Mortlake on the Thames. That is 6,7 kilometres. The Cambridge rowers wear light blue shirts and tf Oxford rowers wear dark blue. There are eight men in each boat. There is also a "cox". The cox contro the boat. Traditionally coxes are men, but Susan Brown became the first woman cox in 1981. She was th cox for Oxford and they won.

The Highland Games - this sporting tradition is Scottish. In the Highlands (the mountains с Scotland) families, or "clans", started the Games hundreds of years ago.

Some of the sports are the Games are international: the high jump and the long jump, for example But other sports happen only at the Highland Games. One is tossing the caber. "Tossing" means throwinc and a "caber" is a long, heavy piece of wood. In tossing the caber you lift the caber (it can be five or si metres tall). Then you throw it in front of you.

The world's most famous tennis tournament is Wimbledon. It started at a small club in sout London in the nineteenth century. Now a lot of the nineteenth century traditions have changed. Fc example, the women players don't have to wear long skirts. And the men players do not have to wear Ion trousers. But other traditions have not changed at Wimbledon. The courts are still grass, and visitors sti eat strawberries and cream. The language of tennis has not changed either.

There are some British traditions and customs concerning their private life. The British ar considered to be the world's greatest tea drinkers. And so tea is Britain's favourite drink. The English kno\ how to make tea and what it does for you. In England people say jokingly: 'The test of good tea is simple, a spoon stands up in it, then it is strong enough; if the spoon starts to wobble, it is a feeble makeshift'.

Every country has its drinking habits, some of which are general and obvious, others most peculiai Most countries also have a national drink. In England the national is beer, and the pub "pub", where peopl talk, eat, drink, meet their friends and relax.

The word "pub" is short for "public house". Pubs sell beer. (British beer is always warm). A important custom in pubs is "buying a round". In a group, one person buys all the others a drink. This is "round". Then one by one all the people buy rounds, too. If they are with friends, British people sometime lift their glasses before they drink and say: "Cheers". This means "Good luck".
In the pubs in south-west England there is another traditional drink-scrumpy.

Pub names often have a long tradition. Some come from the thirteenth or fourteenth century. Ever pub has a name and every pub has a sign above its door. The sign shows a picture of the pub's name.

And as you know, the British talk about the weather a lot. They talk about the weather because changes so often. Wind, rain, sun, cloud, snow - they can all happen in a British winter - or a Britis summer.

Frenchman shake hands every time they meet, and kiss each other on both cheeks as ceremonial salute, like the Russians, while Englishmen shake hands only when they are introduced, с after a long absence.

Victorian England made nearly as many rules about hand shaking as the Chinese did aboi bowing. A man could not offer his hand first a lady; young ladies did not shake men's hands at all unles they were old friends; married ladies could offer their hands in a room, but not in public, where they wouli bow slightly.

Vocabulary:
carrot, gravy, peas, old-fashined,regiment, roast, royal, sprout. Learn them by heart.
Students’ and teacher’s  independent work

Answer the questions:

          1. What is your opinion about customs of the British people?

2. Describe some of them.

3. What legends do you know about the customs and traditions?

4. Do you believe in any legends, strange stories?

Students’ independent work

Write an assay  about the traditions of the British people

Learn 20 sentences from the 1 part of the text

1.4. A theme:   the political system of Great Britain

The British Parliament is one of the oldest in the world and is the most important part of Britain’s system of government. It meets in the Palace of Westminster, beside the River Thames in London. This is also known as the Houses of Parliament. It is the job of the British Parliament to make sure that the Government is working properly. Parliament consists of three parts: the monarchy (the King or Queen), the House of Lords, and the House of Commons.
The monarchy is much older than Parliament itself. Since 1066 there have been 35 Kings and 5 Queens. However, since 1689 the monarch’s power has been reduced by Parliament. Today, Britain has a “constitutional monarchy”. This means that although the King or Queen is officially the British head of state, he or she does not make any major political decisions. Instead, the monarch acts on the advice of government ministers. Even the important speech which the King or the Queen reads at the opening of each new session of Parliament is written by the Prime Minister. Nevertheless, the current monarch, Queen Elizabeth, does have some influence. Her opinions on important subjects can affect the way the Government acts, though she rarely expresses them publicly.

 The House of Lords is the oldest of the two Houses of Parliament and was originally a group of nobles who advised the King. Today, it has 1294 members, although the average daily attendance is a little over 400. These members are not elected, but have inherited their seats from their fathers or been given them by the Government. Members of the Royal Family, bishops of the Church and important law, judges can also sit in the House of Lords. The Lords can suggest changes in laws, but it cannot reject laws that the Commons wants to pass. The debates in the Lords are chaired by the Lord Chancellor.

 The House of Commons first met in the thirteenth century when towns sent representatives to the King to vote on new taxes. The name “common” means “ordinary, not noble or royal”. The modern House of Commons currently consists of 657 Members of Parliament (MPs) who are all elected by voters in parliamentary constituencies throughout Great Britain. These MPs come from several different political parties, but the majority of them belong to either the Labor party, the Conservative party or the Liberal Democratic party. The House of Commons is the main place where new laws are examined, debated and passed.

The chamber in which the MPs meet is quite small. In fact, it has benches for only 437, so when there is an important debate it is very crowded. The chairman of the Commons, called the Speaker, sits in the centre at the back on a high chair and makes sure that the rules of the House are followed. The party  which is in government (the one which has the most MPs elected) sits on the benches to the right of the Speaker. The main opposition party sits opposite. There are two red lines on the floor in front of the benches. MPs must not cross these during a debate. This is one of many historical traditions in the British Parliament; MPs used to carry swords into the chamber and the distance between the two red lines is too wide for a sword fight. Today, the only weapons allowed in the chamber are words. However, the Speaker frequently has a shout “Order! Order!” to control the MPs. Below the Speaker’s chair there is a large table. This is where the Prime Minister and other ministers stand when they make speeches to the House. MPs who hold government positions sit on the benches at the front and are called “frontbenchers”. MPs who do not hold any office with the Government or the main opposition party sit behind them and are called “backbenchers”.

 In spite of the fact that the British Parliament system has been the model for many other countries, some people believe that it should be reformed. They think that the monarchy is old-fashioned and expensive and that the unelected House of Lords is undemocratic. MPs in the Commons are also frequently criticized for following the orders of their parties and not properly representing the people in their constituencies. 
Students’ and teacher’s independent work

Answer the questions:

1. Who is the head of the country?

2. What is the role of monarch?

3. What is monarchy?
4. What parties are there in Great Britain?
5. Where does meet the British Parliament?

SIW

Write a topic about the political system of Great Britain

1.5. A theme: the Economy of Great Britain

Little more than a century ago, Britain was 'the workshop of the world'. It had as many merchant ships as the rest of the world put together and it led the world in most manufacturing industries. This did not last long. By 1885 one analysis reported, "We have come to occupy a position In which we are no longer progressing, but even falling bock.... We find other nations able to compete with us to such an extent as we have never before experienced." Early in the twentieth century Britain was overtaken economically by the United States and Germany. After two world. wars and the rapid loss of its empire, Britain found it increasingly difficult to maintain its position even in Europe.
Britain struggled to find a balance between government intervention in the economy and an almost completely free-market economy such as existed in the United States. Neither system seemed to fit Britain's needs. The former seemed compromised between two different objectives: planned economic prosperity and the means of ensuring full employment, while the latter promised greater economic prosperity at the cost of poverty and unemployment for the less able in society. Neither Labor nor the Conservatives doubted the need to find a system that suited Britain's needs, but neither seemed able to break from the consensus based on Keynesian economics .

People seemed complacent about Britain's decline, reluctant to make the painful adjustments that might be necessary to reverse it. Prosperity Increased during the late 1950s and in the 1960s, diverting attention from Britain's decline relative to its main competitors. In 1973" the Conservative Prime Minister Edward Heath warned, "The alternative to expansion is not, as some occasion​ally seem to suppose, an England of quiet market towns linked only by steam trains puffing slowly and peacefully through green meadows. The alternative is slums, dangerous roads, old factories, cramped schools, stunted lives." But in the years of world-wide recession, 1974-79, Britain seemed unable to improve its performance.

By the mid 1970s both Labor and Conservative economists were beginning to recognize the need to move away from Keynesian economics, based upon stimulating demand by Injecting money into the economy. But, as described in the Introduction, it was the Conservatives who decided to break with the old economic formula completely. Returning to power in 1979, they were determined to lower taxes as an incentive to individuals and businesses to Increase productivity; to leave the labor force to regulate itself either by pricing itself out of employment or by working within the amount of money employers could afford; and, finally, to limit government spending levels and use money supply (the amount of money in circulation at any one time) as a way of controlling inflation. As Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher argued in the Commons, "If our objective is to have a prosperous and expanding economy, we must recognize that high public spending, as a proportion of GNP gross national product;, very quickly kills growth.... We have to remember that governments have no money at all. Every penny they take is from the productive sector of the economy in order to transfer it to the unproductive part of it." She had a point: between 1961 and 1975 employment outside Industry increased by over 40 per cent relative to employment in industry.
During the 1980s the Conservatives put their new ideas into practice, income tax was reduced from a basic rate of 33 pet cent to 25 per cent. (For higher income groups the reduction was greater, at the top rate from S3 per cent to 40 per cent.) This did not lead to any loss in revenue, since at the lower rates fewer people tried to avoid tax. At the same time, however, the government doubled Value Added Tax (VAT) on goods and services to 15 per cent.

         The most notable success of 'Thatcherism' was the privatization of previously wholly or partly government-owned enterprises. Indeed, other countries, for example Canada, France, Italy, Japan, Malaysia and West Germany, followed the British example. The government believed that privatization would increase efficiency, reduce government borrowing, increase economic freedom, and encourage wide share ownership. By 1990 20 per cent of the adult population were share owners, a higher proportion than in any other Western industrialized country. There was no question of taking these enterprises back into public ownership, even by a Labor government.

Despite such changes, however, by 1990 Britain's economic problems seemed as difficult as ever. The government found that reducing public expenditure was far harder than expected and that by 1990 it still consumed about the same proportion of the GNP as it had ten years earlier. Inflation, temporarily controlled, rose to over 10 per cent and was only checked from rising further by high interest rotes which also had the side effect of discouraging economic growth. In spite of reducing the power or the trade unions, wage demands (most notably senior management salaries) rose faster than prices, indicating that a free labor market did not necessarily solve the wages problem. By 1990 the manufacturing Industry had barely recovered from the major shrinkage in the early 1980s. It was more efficient. but in the meantime Britain's share of world trade In manufactured goods had shrunk from 8 per cent in 1979 to 6.5 per cent ten years later. Britain's balance of payments was unhealthy too. In 1985 it had enjoyed a small surplus of Ј3.5 billion, but in 1990 this had changed to a deficit of Ј20.4 billion.

Many small businesses fail to survive, mainly as a result of poor management, but also because, compared with almost every other European Community member, Britain offers the least encouraging conditions. But such small businesses are important not only because large businesses grow from small ones, hut also because over half the new jobs in Britain are created by firms employing fewer than 100 staff.

It is not as if Britain is without industrial strength. It is one of the world leaders in the production of microprocessors. Without greater investment and government encouragement it is doubtful whether Britain will hold on to its lead in this area. However, it has already led to the creation of 'hi-tech' industries in three main areas, west of London along the M4 motorway or 'Golden Corridor', the lowlands between Edinburgh and Dundee, nicknamed 'Silicon Glen', and the area between London and Cambridge. In the mid 1980s Silicon Glen was producing 70 per cent of British silicon wafers containing the microchips essential for the new information technology- The Cambridge Science Park, symbolized by its Modernist Schlumberger Building, is the flagship of hi-tech Britain. Beginning in 1969, by 1986 the Park contained 322 hi-tech companies. In the words of a consultant, "The Cambridge phenomenon... represents one of the very few spontaneous growth centers in a national economy that has been depressed for all of a decade."
Vocabulary:      compete, decline,  poverty, prosperity, slums

Make up sentences with these words.

Students’ independent work

Answer the questions:

1. How is the economy of Great Britain?

2. What are the ways of developing the economy?

3. What are the main principal economic regions of Great Britain?

4. What kind of country is Great Britain
SIW

Write a report about the economy of Great Britain

1.6. A theme: The Economic  regions of Great Britain


The economic regions of Great Britain are various in the rate of their economic development regions specialization and natural resources distribution. The major economic regions of Great Britain are following:

1. The South of England (it is subdivided into the South-East and the South-West)

2. The Midlands (it is subdivided into the West Midlands and the East Midlands)

3. Lancashire

4. Yorkshire

5. The North of England (it is subdivided into the North-West and North-East)

6. Scotland

7. Wales

8. Northern Ireland


South of England and particularly the South-East has always been considered more prospered a contrasted to the North of England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. The South-East is the largest and more highly development regions with London and the Greater London areas as the major centers. London is a Britain capital and main communication center, one of the world’s three largest cities, one of the world’s most important financial center and one of the largest ports. London is the main center of printing, cinema film production manufacture of the clothing, food and drink, furniture materials for arts and many other specialized products. London is also important for light engineering, chemical and consumer goods. There are heavy engineering plants, large oil refineries and ship yards. in London. Major motor vehicle manufacturing plans are some 50 miles north-west of London near Oxford.


Oxford and Cambridge are famous universities. Oxford also being a car manufacturing center, which Cambridge is known for instrument making, printing, electronics. Atomic energy research and production centers are: Aldermaston and Harrowell. Parts mouth is naval port with some shipbuilding and ship repairing Southampton is Britain’s largest port for ocean-going liners, its industries include ship-repairing and oil refining. The fishing ports, for example, Yarmouth have fish processing plants and are bases for companied engaged in natural gas exploitation in the North Sea. The English Channel coast has many holiday resorts, for example, the town Brighton. East Anglia is a major agricultural area: what, barley, sugar beet are grown here. Norwich with its flour mills and sugar factories is the centre of the area and also a producer of agricultural machinery and footwear Kent is another agricultural area, the orchard of England. It’s famous for its apple growing and hop-growing. The south-west includes Cornwall and Devon; its soils are not fertile and dairy farming is more developed with meat cattle breeding, cultivation of flowers, potatoes and soft berries here Cornwall and Devon have a considerable tourist industry. Bath is a popular health resort and the centre of an agricultural district and engineering. The most industrial centre of region is Bristol a leading part and commercial centre with aircraft, food-processing, paper, printing and chemicals. 


The Midlands represent the largest concentration of manufacturing industry. Metal working on the basis of coals was the source of the “black country” development. The characteristic industries of the West Midlands are metallurgy, machine tool building, electrical engineering, car industry and carpets Birmingham is the regional capital, a city of thousand trades, including motor-cars, bicycles, engines for aircraft production. Coventry is the center of the car and aircraft industries. In the East- Midlands, Leicester is known for and knitwear boots and shoes and machinery for making these products; Nottingham for bicycles and lace. Corby-a new town for steel industry. In agriculture, horticulture is important in the Midlands as a supplier of food for the local urban population.


Lancashire- the region to the north-west of the Midlands with the largest cities of Manchester and Liverpool is the center of the cotton  and textile industries, chemical of all kinds and textile machinery, shipbuilding and ship repairing. Liverpool is the second port of Britain; a great commercial and motorcar manufacturing center, the largest center for processing imported food staffs and raw materials. Manchester is the commercial capital of cotton and textile industries, very important financial center and a major port. The Lancashire plains are highly suitable for dairy farming. Market gardening is developed on the outskirts large towns.


Yorkshire-the eastern neighbor of Lancashire is separated fruit by the Pennies. Leeds is the commercial center of the woolen textile area, has a large ready-made clothes industry. Sheffield is a heavy- engineering center famous for its high quality steel, cutlery and tools, extensive coal fields, providing nearly one-fourth of Britain’s coal. Hull one of the world’s largest fishing ports is also important for vegetable-oil processing, paints and saw milling. York is noted for chocolates and confectionary manufacture. The Yorkshire Dales are suitable for sheep breeding, dairying and beef farming.

The North of England- consist of two different areas: The North West, including Cambia otherwise well known as the lake District- a popular tourist  center due to the picturesque scenery and the industrial North-East.


The North-West has a small industrial district atomic power station was built in the North-West.


The industrial North-East is more dependent than other parts of England on traditional heavy industries-coal mining-iron and steel manufacture, shipbuilding, ship repairing and chemical.


Newcastle is known for its coal deposits and together with Middles brought, which manufacture steel. Newcastle forms the backbone of the area’s basic industries. All the above mentioned economic regions have plentiful energy resources in the coal fields and form nuclear power station and have access to offshore oil and gas reserved.


About three-forth of Scotland’s population are concentrated in the central Lowlands, while the Southern Uplands and the Northern Highlands are sparsely populated. The traditional Scottish industries-coal mining, steel manufacture, shipbuilding textiles-remain important, but the most important development of Scottish economy has been the expansion of offshore-related industries following the discovery in the 1970-s of oil and gas under the North Sea. The offshore oil industry has also encouraged expansion in financial and business services. Among new industries grown in Scotland mainly because of a high level of investment by overseas companies especially from the USA are: electronic engineering, chemical, the food and drink industries and light engineering. Clyde side including Glasgow is Britain’s largest shipbuilding and marine engineering area. Edinburgh is the capital of Scotland, its cultural and industrial center, where modern industries are expanding alongside. The long- established engineering, printing and brewing industries. 


Scotland has one-third of Britain’s total agricultural land, but 70 percent of it consist of hills, grazing for sheep and cattle. Only about 10% of the agriculture area is used for crops, especially under barley. Scotland accounts for half’s of Britain’s forests area. Fishing and tourism are of major importance for Scotland.


Nearly two-thirds of the population of Wales live in industrial South Wales. Cool mining is the traditional basic industry which provides 9% Britain’s coal. The steel industry supplies almost all Britain’s output of tin plate and much of its steel sheet. New firms have appeared in Wales, including most recently Japanese and American concern (firms). The main urban  industrial centers are Cardiff, the capital of Wales, Newport and Swansea which are also three major ports. Agriculture occupies about 72% of the land area, the main-dairy farming in the lowlands and sheep farming and rearing in the hill regions. Wales accounts about 11% of forests area in Britain and exports about one-third of its water supplies to England. 
Tourism in Wales, with its coast resorts and attractions of the national park is widely popular.


The economy of Northern Ireland has its roots in three basic industries- agriculture, textiles, shipbuilding. Agriculture livestock and meat products is still the single most important part of economy Belfast, the capital.


City has Britain’s largest shipyard. Other industrial branches include the manufacture of air craft textile machinery and a wide range of engineering products, tobacco and clothing. Northern Ireland has long been an important center for textiles, particularly well known in linen, though new this branch of industry is an decline. The Northern Ireland unemployment rate is persistently the highest of all reigns of Britain. Most of Northern Ireland’s trade is with or through Great Britain and that accounts for the concentration of the population and industry on the eastern seaboard close to Great Britain.

Vocabulary:

considerable, consumer, contrasted, knitwear, outskirts, milling, particularly, Zink

Tasks:

Students’ and teacher’s independent work

Answer the questions:

1. How big is London compared with other cities?

2. Where do people usually arrive when they travel to Britain by sea or air? Why?

3. What are the principal cities in the Southeast?

4. What country is called the “Garden of England?

5. What is the Southeast famous for?

6. Why do you think tourists often come to Cambridge?

7. What are the most important industrial cities in Great Britain?

8. What are the main attractions of the North of England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland?

SIW

Write a short report about the 8 economic regions of Great Britain.

Draw the maps of these regions.

1.7. A theme: the educational system of Great Britain 


The general educational policy in the United Kingdom is under control of the department of education and science.

          Education in the UK is presently divided into three stages: primary, secondary, and higher education.

 
At all stages the following grading scale is applied: from “A” to “G”, “A” being the highest on the scale and “G” being the lowest.


The British society considers education very important for the whole country’s development. Maybe that’s why the duration of compulsory education in the UK is 11 years from the age of 5 to the age of 16 years.


In the UK, “compulsory: actually means that there is a low requiring all children to go to school after they get 5 years old.

         Schooling consists of two stages: primary and secondary.


Primary education consists of infant school lasting for two years and junior school lasting for four years.


Since the primary school lasts for 6 years, most pupils go on the secondary stage of school education at the age of 11 years.


Most secondary  schools in the UK are comprehensive. Schools of this type are open for all pupils no matter their abilities and results from the primary school.


Also, there are so called grammar schools in the UK which have a very selective procedure of admitting pupils who have to pass an entrance exam checking their abilities. At this school, pupils get rather academic education.


Unlike grammar schools, secondary modern schools provide more technical and practical education.


At the age of 16, pupils take examinations leading to GCSE (General Certificate of Secondary Education).


After they pass  GCSEs, they have to decide what they want to do: to start to work or to continue their studies. Pupils may stay at schools for two years more and finally take an A-level examination and be awarded a General Certificate of Education Advanced Level.


Higher education is provided by colleges and universities.


 When we think about British university education, Oxford and Cambridge are the names that come to our mind first. These are probably the best universities not only in the UK, but also in the world. At least, they have such a reputation.


Oxford, for instance, consists of 40 separate colleges, the oldest being University College established in 1249.


These two universities are very prestigious.


Only the elite can afford to send their children to these universities.


To refer to both of them people often use the word “Oxbridge”.


All universities are fully independent in deciding what courses

 to include into their curriculums. At the university level, there are three stages: the undergraduate stage, the postgraduate or Master’s degree and Doctor’s degree.


The undergraduate stage usually lasts for four years.


Interestingly enough, the education in the UK is structured so that it is very common for a student to change his/her department of study if they realize the first choice does not satisfy their needs. At the end of this stage, a student is awarded a Bachelor’s Degree: BA(Bachelor of Arts) or BC (Bachelor of Science).


Next level of university studies is the Master’s Degree. To be awarded this degree, one has to study from one or to two years after Bachelor’s Degree. At this level students write  projects on their area of specialization.


The  third level is characterized by concentration on completely scientific work and  research in the chosen field. This level usually lasts for three years.


Candidates for the Doctor of Philosophy have to present the result of their research in the form of a thesis, that is a dissertation containing original research.

         The Doctor of Philosophy, or PhD degree, is awarded after the candidate successfully defends his/her thesis in front of distinguished experts of their field of research.


All British children must stay at school from the age of 5 until they are 16. Many of them stay longer and take final examination when they are 17 or 18. Before 1965, all children had to go through special intelligence tests. There were different types of state secondary schools and at the age of 11 children went to different schools in accordance of with the results of the tests.


State schools are divided into the following types:

· Grammar schools. Children who go to the grammar schools are usually those who show a preference for academic subjects, although many grammar schools now also have some technical courses.

· Technical schools. Some children go to technical schools. Most courses there are either commercial or technical.

· Modern schools. Boys and girls who are interested in working with there hands and learning in a practical way can go to a technical schools and learn trade.

· Comprehensive schools. These schools usually combine all types of secondary education. They have Physic, Chemistry, Biology laboratories, History and Art department, commercial and domestic courses.

There are also many schools which the State does not control. They are private schools. They charge fees for educating children and many of them are boarding schools, at which pupils live during the term time.


After leaving school many young people go to colleges or further education. Those who become students at Colleges of Technology (called “Techs”) come from different schools at different ages between 15 and 17. The lectures at such colleges, each an hour long, start at 8.15 and end at 4.45 in the afternoon.

Vocabulary:

Ability, grading, provide, prosperity.

STIW

1. What is education?

2. What is knowledge?

SIW

Write a short assay about the educational system of Great Britain.

1.8. A theme: Great Britain Arts. 
Great Britain is justly proud of her women artists, some of whom are represented in the Woman's Building, but to judge of all that they are exhibiting at Chicago, the visitor must look in at the Art Palace and see some of the strong pictures exhibited there. It is nothing new to find English women in the front ranks of British art. They have always held a distinguished position, and in any book which pretends to give the history of women's achievements in art a very large proportion of the painters will be found to have been English, either by birth or by adoption. It is interesting to remember that a woman painter was one of the original members of the Royal Academy, whose charter was signed by King George III., at the instance of the American painter Benjamin West, who, after the death of Sir Joshua (first president of the Academy), held the position of president during the remainder of his life. In the art exhibitions of London, women to-day hold a prominent position. Mrs. Alma Tadema is a painter with a great deal of originality and of power. Her husband has been heard to say that his highest ambition is to have it written on his tombstone, "Here lies the husband of Mrs. Alma Tadema." Mrs. Stillman is one of our popular painters. Her pictures possess a certain ideal quality which is not always to be found combined with the admirable technique which we find in her work. Miss Lena Stillman, one of our younger artists, is full of promise. There is a certain gravity and dignity about her compositions which win for them immediate recognition. Kate Greenaway's name is a household word. Her delightful illustrations are known in every home where children and good taste are to be found. She has done more, perhaps, to bring about an improvement in the dress of our little men and little maids than any other individual. One meets whole groups of Kate Greenaway children in Hyde Park on a Sunday morning. Mrs. George Watts has achieved a reputation by her admirable portraits. 

In the use of water-colors, women share the high position that our English artists hold in that exquisite branch of art, for therecan be no denying that in aquarelles no school has ever approached the English. The opportunities for studying art in our country are very great, for women as well as for men. The careless observer, judging only from the large annual exhibitions, in which it may be held that the standard is not kept sufficiently high, may be inclined to underrate contemporary British art, but the careful student will find that London is in fact, as well as in name, one of the great art centers of the world. While George Watts, Walter Crane, and Burne-Jones live, we can claim that in the field of portraiture, illustration, and ideal work three of the greatest contemporary artists are English born and bred. The Montalba sisters, Mrs. Adrian Stokes, Blanche Jenkins, Henrietta Rae, Miss Osborne, and Miss Stewart Wood are well represented at Chicago. Mrs. Swynnerton's "Mater Triumphalis" at the Art Palace wins almost as much commendation as Lady Butler's famous picture, "The Roll Call." When this was exhibited for the first time at the Royal Academy, a policeman was in attendance to keep the crowd in order that always gathered about it. The picture was bought by Her Majesty Queen Victoria, who has kindly consented to send it to Chicago. 

Mrs. Adrian Stokes exhibits two of her important pictures, an "Annunciation," very original in composition, and a pathetic little scene which she calls "Go, thou must play alone, my boy." A little lad sits weeping bitterly beside his playmate, who lies at rest white and still as the flowers on her breast. The treatment of this familiar subject is very tender, the dead child is exquisitely painted, and the grief of the little brother is quiet, reserved, and infinitely human. The women sculptors who exhibit are Miss B. A. M. Brown, Miss Henrietta Montalba, Miss Ada M. Chignell, and Miss E. M. Moore. Among the etchings and engravings excellent examples of the work of Mrs. Dale, Miss Ethel Martyn, and Miss Elizabeth Piper may be found. When the exceedingly high standard of the work which Great Britain has sent to Chicago is taken into account, it is a significant and encouraging fact that forty-five women are represented among the British artists exhibiting in the Art Palace. 
The east vestibule of the Woman's Building is decorated by two large mural paintings. The one by Mrs. Swynnerton represents three different phases of nursing, the care of the young, the sick, and the aged. The decoration is in the form of a triptych. The central panel represents the Crimean Hospital at Scutari, with the sick and wounded soldiers lying onheir pallet beds, their faces turned toward the single gracious figure of Florence Nightingale standing in their midst, a figure full of dignity and of pathos. It was in this hospital that the dying boy kissed the shadow of Florence Nightingale as it fell upon the wall by his bed. In one of the smaller panels we have a handsome, robust young mother with a lusty child upon her knee, while the remaining one shows us the figure of an aged woman; beside her sits her young granddaughter. One feels here that the situation is reversed; the young girl is repaying something of the care and love which in her infancy were lavished upon her. There is a wealth of sentiment and tenderness in this three-fold presentation of woman's great duty and prerogative, the care of the weak and helpless. Facing Mrs. Swynnerton's decoration are three corresponding panels by Mrs. Anna Lee Merritt, who, though by birth an American, has for so long lived and worked in England that we may fairly claim her for one of our painters. The central panel is a spirited scene, representing woman the mistress of the needle. A group of seated figures about an embroidery frame is particularly worthy of notice. In the right-hand panel a group of fair girl graduates receive their diplomas from the hand of a college dignitary. It is interesting to learn that the process used by Mrs. Merritt in this decoration is a novel one which has only lately been known in England. The whole work was executed between the 1st of February and the 8th of April, which gives us an idea of the artist's industry. In justice to Mrs. Swynnerton and Mrs. Merritt, it should be said that their work is seen at something of a disadvantage owing to the narrowness of the vestibule in which it is placed. It would be seen at a much better advantage at a far greater distance than is here possible. Miss Clara Montalba exhibits a charming little picture of the palace in Venice where Robert Browning lived, and from whence his body was carried in that wonderful funeral pageant when the English poet, lying in his flower-crowned barge, was carried down the Lido, followed by all the dignitaries and notables of Venice. Hilda Montalba's "Market Woman of Dordrecht" is clever and well drawn, and deserves the commendation which it received when it was exhibited last year in the Royal Academy. Miss Alice Grant's "Portrait of a Baby" shows us a jolly little wight, full of fun and good humor. Mrs. Perugini's "Portrait of a Child" is a characteristic piece of work. The "Sussex Cottage" by Mrs. Allingham and the charming landscape by Miss Stewart Wood have been widely admired. Henrietta Rae's large picture of "Eurydice Sinking  Back into Hades" is a very powerful composition. The artist has chosen the moment when the beloved shade vanishes from the eyes of the agonized Orpheus and sinks sadly and mutely back to the nether world from which his insistent adjurations have summoned her. 

In sculpture women are achieving as great a success in England as they are in France and in the United States. One of the most beautiful pieces of sculpture exhibited last year in London was the bas-relief of "Silene," shown at the Royal Academy by one of our leading women sculptors. Her Royal Highness the Princess Louise has won distinction both in painting and in sculpture. Her portrait of Paderewski and the bust of her royal mother, exhibited last year, merited the high praise they received. 

In needlework and embroidery our women have never been surpassed, and it is a cause of great satisfaction to us to learn that the Kensington school, which has done so much to improve the art of the needle in Great Britain, has extended its potent influence throughout the United States, and that the leading schools of needlework in this country acknowledge that they owe their very existence to the Kensington school. 

In music we are not behind. Virginia Gabriel's songs have had a wide and well-deserved popularity, shared by the compositions of Elizabeth Philp. Among our younger composers, two of the most eminent, Rosalind Ellicott and Ethel Smythe, have contributed manuscript copies of some of their best-known works. 

In commerce woman is taking every day a more prominent place. In the old days, the only refuge for a reduced gentlewoman was the profession of a governess or companion, but to-day we find many women of good family who find in trade an excellent and dignified means of self-support. Several ladies of rank, as is very well known, have opened millinery and dressmaking establishments. 

In philanthropic work Englishwomen have long been prominent, while in literature they have maintained the high position won for them by Maria Edgeworth, George Eliot, Elizabeth Barrett Browning, and the Brönte sisters. Among our most popular novelists today are Miss Braddon, Ouida, Rhoda Broughton, Mrs. Lynn Linton, Mrs. Alexander, Mrs. Humphrey Ward, and the late Miss Edwards, whose fame as an archaeologist has almost eclipsed her work in literature. Frances Power Cobb is a name worthy to close this very imperfect survey of the women who to-day are among the leading spirits in the fields of intellectual labor. The work of women may be likened to the labor of the coral insects who for centuries toil unseen and unnoticed beneath the ocean of oblivion. At last a day comes when the winds and the waves bring their tribute of soil, the passing birds drop the seeds of tree and flower, and of a sudden a fair island rises from the sea, with fruit and foliage and pleasant streams. The navigator discovers the new land and writes it down on his chart, and the patient toil of the untold myriads of insects is at last rewarded. 
Tasks.

Vocabulary:  admirable, adoption, composition, contemporary, significant, treatment.

STIW

1. Do you like art?

2. What kind of art are you interested in?

SIW

Write a short story about educational system and art of Great Britain
1.9. A theme: Cinema, Mass Media 

The BBC operates four domestic sound broadcasting services from 59 transmitting stations, two main groups of external broadcasting services from 37 high power, high frequency transmitters in the United Kingdom and from two (used for relay purposes) at Tebrau, near Singapore. Until recently, the  domestic sound services were broadcast solely on long and medium wave-lengths, allocated to the United Kingdom under the Copenhagen Agreement of 1948, which aimed at minimizing interference between the 

Media of the United Kingdom consist of several different types of communications media: television, radio, newspapers, magazines, and Internet-based Web sites. The UK also has a strong music industry. The UK has a diverse range of providers, the most prominent being principle public service broadcaster, the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC). The BBC's competitors include ITV plc, which operates 11 of the 15 regional television broadcasters that make up the ITV Network, STV Group plc operates the Central and Northern Scottish ITV regions, UTV Media runs the station in Northern Ireland, and Channel Television is the service for the Channel Islands; News Corporation, who operate a number of leader national newspapers through News International such as The Sun and The Times as well as holding a large stake in satellite broadcaster British Sky Broadcasting and various other media holdings. Regional media is covered by local radio, television and print newspapers. Trinity Mirror operate 240 local and regional newspapers in the UK, as well as national newspapers such as the Daily Mirror and the Sunday Mirror.

Main article: Television in the United Kingdom
Analogue terrestrial television in the United Kingdom is made up of two chartered public broadcasting companies, the BBC and Channel 4 and two franchised commercial television companies, (ITV and Channel 5). There are five major free-to-air analogue channels: BBC One, BBC Two, ITV, Channel 4 and Channel 5.

The BBC is funded by public money accrued from a television licence fee gathered from all UK households with a television set. This fee is legally compulsory and failure to pay it is punishable by prosecution, resulting in a fine or imprisonment. There are exceptions to paying, for homes with a pensioner (person over 65 years old). It is cheaper for those with a black & white TV or eyesight that is impaired. It is currently set at £145.50 for a coloured TV Licence, however it is not set in stone. The fee chargeable is limited by the government and regulatory authorities. The BBC provides two analogue channels, BBC One (consisting of a network of local BBC stations) and BBC Two.

 History






The transmission mast above the BBC wing of Alexandra Palace, photographed in 2001.
The first British television channel was launched by the BBC in 1932 and called simply The BBC Television Service. The service used Baird's 30-line system and these transmissions continued until 11 September 1935. On 2 November 1936 the BBC began broadcasting a dual-system service, alternating on a weekly basis between Marconi-EMI's high-resolution (405 lines per picture) service and Baird's improved 240-line standard from Alexandra Palace in London. Six months later, the corporation decided that Marconi-EMI's electronic picture gave the superior picture, and adopted that as their standard. This service is described as "the world's first regular high-definition public television service", since a regular television service had been broadcast earlier on a 180-line standard in Germany. The outbreak of the Second World War caused the service to be suspended. TV transmissions only resumed from Alexandra Palace in 1946.

The BBC Television Service held a complete monopoly on television broadcasting in the UK until ITV was launched in 1955. The station was renamed BBC1 when BBC2 was launched in April 1964.[citation needed]
Radio
Main articles: Radio in the United Kingdom and Digital radio in the United Kingdom






Picture of a Truetone brand old-fashioned radio

There are many hundreds of radio stations in the United Kingdom, the most prominent of which are the national stations operated by the BBC. Recent advances in digital radio technology have enabled the launch of several new stations by the Corporation.

Also available nationally are three national commercial channels, namely Absolute Radio, Classic FM and talkSPORT. As with the BBC, digital radio has brought about many changes, including the roll-out of local stations (particularly those based in London) to a national audience. Examples of this are Kiss 100 and Xfm. Commercial radio licences are awarded by government body Ofcom, which advertises a licence for a specific area and holds a so-called beauty contest to determine which station will be granted permission to broadcast in that area. Stations submit detailed application documents containing their proposed format and the outcome of research to determine the demand for their particular style of broadcast.

Most local commercial stations in the United Kingdom broadcast to a city or group of towns within a radius of 20–50 miles, with a second tier of regional stations covering larger areas such as North West England. The predominant format is pop music, but many other tastes are also catered for, particularly in London and the larger cities, and on digital radio.

Rather than operating as independent entities, many local radio stations are owned by large radio groups which broadcast a similar format to many areas. The largest operator of radio stations is Global Radio, owner of the major Heart and Galaxy radio brands. It also owns Classic FM and London's most popular commercial radio station, 95.8 CapitalFM. Other owners are UTV Radio, with stations broadcasting in large city areas and Bauer Radio, holding radio in the North of England. There are also regional stations, Real Radio & the Century Network, broadcasting in some main parts of England, Wales & Scotland.

Many of these stations, including all the BBC radio, are also available via digital television services.

Newspapers
Main articles: List of newspapers in the United Kingdom and History of British newspapers
Newspapers are traditionally categorized into two types in the United Kingdom. Broadsheets which are larger in size and are seen as being more intellectual and upmarket; and tabloids which are smaller in size and seen as being more downmarket than broadsheets, containing more stories about celebrities or gossip. However, some broadsheet papers, such as The Times and The Independent have recently switched to a smaller size, preferring to call themselves compact rather than be stigmatised by the tabloid label.

Magazines
A large range of magazines are sold in the UK covering most interests and potential topics. Famous examples include Private Eye, Hello!, The Spectator, the Radio Times and NME.

Cinema of the United Kingdom

The United Kingdom has had a major influence on modern cinema. The first moving pictures developed on celluloid film were made in Hyde Park, London in 1889 (see 1889 in film) by William Friese Greene, a British inventor, who patented the process in 1890 (see 1890 in film). It is generally regarded that the British film industry enjoyed a 'golden age' in the 1940s, led by the studios of J. Arthur Rank and Alexander Korda.

The British directors Alfred Hitchcock and David Lean are among the most critically acclaimed of all-time,[1] with other important directors including Charlie Chaplin, Michael Powell, Carol Reed and Ridley Scott.[2]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cinema_of_the_United_Kingdom" \l "cite_note-2" [3]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cinema_of_the_United_Kingdom" \l "cite_note-3" [4]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cinema_of_the_United_Kingdom" \l "cite_note-4" [5] Many British actors have achieved international fame and critical
Despite a history of important and successful productions, the industry has often been characterized by a debate about its identity and the level of American and European influence. Many British films are co-productions with American producers, often using both British and American actors, and British actors feature regularly in Hollywood films. Many successful Hollywood films have been based on British people, stories or events, including Titanic, The Lord of the Rings, Pirates of the Caribbean and the 'English Cycle' of Disney animated films.[18]
In 2009 British films grossed around $2 billion worldwide and achieved a market share of around 7% globally and 17% in the United Kingdom.[19] UK box-office takings totalled £944 million in 2009, with around 173 million admissions.[19] The British Film Institute has produced a poll ranking what they consider to be the 100 greatest British films of all time, the BFI Top 100 British films.[20] The annual British Academy Film Awards hosted by the British Academy of Film and Television Arts are the British equivalent of the Oscars.[21]
Overview
 
Film production in the UK has experienced a number of booms and recessions. Although many factors can be used to measure the success of the industry, the number of British films produced each year[22] gives an overview of its development: the industry experienced a boom as it first developed in the 1910s (see 1910s in film), but during the 1920s (see 1920s in film) experienced a recession caused by US competition and commercial practices. The Cinematograph Films Act 1927 introduced protective measures, leading to recovery and an all-time production high of 192 films in 1936 (see 1936 in film). Production then declined for a number of years. Film production recovered after the war, with a long period of relative stability and growing American investment. But another recession hit the industry in the mid-1970s (see 1970s in film), reaching an all-time low of 24 films in 1981 (see 1981 in film). Low production continued throughout the 1980s (see 1980s in film), but it increased again in the 1990s (see 1990s in film) with renewed private and public investment. Although production levels give an overview, the history of British cinema is complex, with various cultural movements developing independently. Some of the most successful films were made during 'recessions', such as Chariots of Fire (1981).
STIW
1. What newspapers of Great Britain do you know?

2. Which of them do you like?

SIW
Write a topic about magazines and newspapers of Great Britain.

1.10. A theme: sports in Great Britain


National sports in Great Britain are football, basketball, cricket and other games. 


Many children are fond of ball games: basketball, volleyball, football. They are so exiting, They like to take part in the competitions to see who is the  quickest, the strongest, who can jump best, and who is the best swimmer or player. Pupils in different classes hold competitions in different kinds of sport. All the competitions are very popular with the pupils. A lot of fans always come to watch them.


But there are some bad sides of sport. Sport today means big business for both players and sponsors. Sporting events like the World
Cup, which has a big TV audience, make huge amounts of money. Companies like Coca Cola and Adidas have paid a lot of money to sponsors a sport events. They know that their names and logons at the sport stadiums to take drags to improve their performance.


The Englishmen love sports. they are called sports-lovers in spite of the fact that some of them neither play games nor even watch them. They only like to speak about sports.


Some kinds of sport are professional in England, for example, cricket. This game is associated with England. There are many cricket clubs in this country. English people like to play cricket. They think that summer without cricket isn’t summer. If you want to play cricket you must wear white boots, a white shirt and white long trousers.


Football has got a long history. Football was played by the whole village teams in the middle ages in England. Now it is the most popular game in Britain. It is a team game.


There are some amateur teams, but most of the teams are professional ones ones in England. Professional  football is a big business.


In rugby football you can see a ball, but it is not round, it is oval. This is a team game. There are 15 players in each team and it is a popular game in the country.


Table tennis or ping-pong originated in 1880, but the British players are not lucky in tennis international championships. Many people like to play it. This game is played by men and women. There are some tennis clubs in the country, but if you play there it is necessary to pay money for it. British people like playing tennis tennis, but many of them prefer to watch this game.


Wimbledon is the centre of lawn tennis. Some years ago Wimbledon was a village, now it is a part of London. The most important tennis competition takes  place there every summer.


British people pay much attention to swimming, rowing and walking. The most famous boat race in England is between Oxford and Cambridge. It is usually held on the Thames River. A lot of people come to watch it. 


There are some racing competitions in that country. They are motor-car racing, dog-racing, donkey-racing, boat-racing, horse-racing. 
All kinds of racing are popular in the country.

Vocabulary:

advertise, animate, boom, broadcast, digital, animate, entitle, Logan.

STIW
Answer the questions:

1. What English newspapers do you know?

2. Which of them do you usually read?

3. What is your opinion about BBC?

4. Please tell us about British sports.

SIW
Learn 10 sentences from the text.

Write 15 sentences about Mass media and sports of Great Britain

1.11. A theme: Holidays in Great Britain


There are  some holidays in Great Britain. They are Christmas day, Boxing Day, new years day, Easter, may day, spring bank holiday and summer bank holiday. Public holidays in G.B. are called bank holidays because the banks as well as most of the offices and shops are closed. The most popular holiday is Xmas. Every year the people of Norway give the city of London the present. It is a big Xmas tree and it stands in Trafalgar square. Central streets are beautifully decorated. Before Xmas groups of singers go from house to house. They collect money for charity and sing carols traditional Xmas songs. Many churches hold a carol serves on the Sunday before Xmas. The fun starts the night before, on the 24 of December. This is the day when people decorate their trees. Children hang stockings at the end of their beds, hoping that Santa Claus  will come at night and full them with toys and sweets. Xmas is a family holiday. Relatives prepare for the big Xmas dinner of Turkey and Xmas pudding and every one gives and gets presents. The 26 of December, Boxing Day are an extra holiday after Xmas. This is the time to meet friends or sit at home and watch TV. New years day is less popular in Britain then Xmas. Besides public holidays there are some special holidays in Britain. One of them takes place on the 5 November. On that day in 1605 Guy Fawkes tried to blow up the House of Parliament and kill a King James the first. But he did not succeeded. The King’s man found the bomb and took  Guy Fawkes to the tower. Sins what day the British celebrate the 5 of November.
Vocabulary:

carol, charity, public, sins, stocking

SIW
Put 15 questions to the text and answer them in a written form

STIW
Learn 12 sentences from the text
1.12. A theme: the land, the people of Great  Britain and the British way of life
The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (the Uk) is the official name of the state which is situated in the British Isles. Thus, "Great Britain "is often the same as "Britain" and refers only to Scotland, England and Wales. The "United Kingdom" or the "UK" includes Northern Ireland. It consists of four countries which are England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. You can see them on the map. Their capitals are London Edinburgh Cardiff and Belfast.
The UK is an island state. The two main islands are Great Britain (where England Scotland and Wales are situated) and Ireland. Northern Ireland and the independent Irish Republic are there. The two islands are separated by the Irish Sea.
The UK is separated from the continent by the English Channel and the Straits of Dover. Once the British Isles used to be a part of the continent. The nearest point to Europe is the Straits of Dover. The UK is also washed by the Atlantic Ocean in the north and the North Sea in the east.
Everyone who was born in Britain is British. People from England are English. People from Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland are not English. They are Scottish or Scots: Welsh and Irish. People from Scotland and Wales don't like it when they are called English but they are British.
More than 56 million people live in Britain. Many of them live in big industrial cities like London. Manchester and Liverpool for example are big industrial cities in the centre of England Bud foreigners are often surprised by the fact that much of the land in Britain is open country. There are many lonely hills quiet rivers deep lakes and farmlands especially in the south of the country
Everyone in Britain speaks English but in some parts of Scotland and Wales people speak different languages as well. The Welsh are especially proud of their language. They like to speak Welsh to sing song s in Welsh and when you travel you can see road sings in Welsh all over Wales.
Everyone in the UK speaks English but they all speak it differently. A Scottish person has to listen carefully it he wants to understand a Londoner or a Welsh person.
As you know, the flag of the United Kingdom is known as the Union Jack. It is made up of three crosses: the cross of St. George (the patron saint of English), the cross of St. Andrew (the patron saint of Scotland) and the cross of St. Patrick (the patron saint of Ireland
During of your study in there course you have already learnt a lot of about the language and the people who speak it. Here are some facts about the British way if you want to compare it with life on the continent.
In England many things are the other way round. On the continent people seldom speak about the weather. If they do, it usually means they have no other topics to discuss. In England if you don't repeat the phrase «It is a nice day today, is not it?" two hundred times a day people are surprised and think that you are a very dull. On the continent Sunday papers appear on Monday: in England (the country is really hard to understand) they appear on Sunday. On the continent some people like cats, others don't but in England cats are very special animals. Everyone loves them and take care of them.
On the continent people are proud of the thing they know. They try to show off their knowledge and often quote Greek and Latin writers. In England only those who don't know them or who haven't read them do it.
You can offend people on the continent in many ways, for example, if you laugh at them or make jokes about their life and work.
But the English accept every thing with sense of humor. You can offend them only if you tell them they have no sense of humor.
People on the continent either tell you the truth or lie, in England they hardly ever lie, but they don't tell you the truth either.
On Sunday the continent even the poorest person puts on his best suit and tries to look nice and respectable In England even the richest man dresses in some old clothes and doesn't shave.
Many continentals think life is a game: the English think cricket is a game. On the
continent people have good food. In England people have good table manners.
Table Manners
1 You should sit up straight.
2You shouldn't eat with your fingers.
3 You shouldn't put your elbow on the table. 
4 You shouldn't put your dirty knife, spoon and fork on your plate. 
5 You shouldn't talk with your month full 
6 You shouldn't lick your finders.
7 You should say "Thank you" after the meal. 
Tasks:

STIW

1. Compare the British way of life with the American way of life.

2. What is your opinion about the British people?

SIW
Write a short report about British people.

1.13. A theme: Vegetation and Wildlife

Britain was originally a land of vast forests, mainly oak and beech in the Lowlands and pine and birch in the Highlands, with great stretches of marshland and smaller areas of moors. In the course of time, much forest land was cleared and almost all Lonwlands outside the industrial areas were put inder ciltivation. Today only about 6 per cent of the total land area remains wooded.

Extensive forests remain in eastern and northern Scotland and in south-eastern and western England. Oak, elm, ash, and beech are the commonest trees in England, while Scotland has much pine and birch. The Highlands with thin soil are largely moorland with heather and grasses. In the cultivated areas that make up most of Britain there are  many wild flowers, flowering plants and grasses.

The fauna or animal life of Britain is much like that of north-western Europe, to which it was once joined. Many larger mammals such as bear, wolf have been hunted to extintion, others are now protected by law. There are many foxes. Otters are common along rivers and streams, and seals live along much of the coast. Hedgehogs,  hares, rabbits, rats and mice are numerous. Deer live in some of the forests in the Highlands of Scotland and England.


Some 230 kinds of birds live in Britain, and another 200 are regular.visitors, many are songbirds. The most numerous are blackbirds, sparrow and starling. Robin Redbreast is the national bird of Britain. The number of ducks, greese and other water fowl has diminished during recent years.


There are many threats to wildlife and ecological balance around the coast. The biggest threat to the coastline is pollution.  Even much-loved.


Blackpool is not officially asafe. More than 3.500 million tons of industrial waste is pumped into the North Sea every year. “We cannot continue to use our seas as a dustbin and expect our coastline to survive,” says Greenpeace. Many other ecological problem may be caused by privatization of the coast. Many of the rivers are “biologically dead”, i.e unable to support fish and wildlife.

Tasks:

STIW

Answer the questions:

1. Was  Britain   originally a land of vast forests?

2. Where does remain extensive forests?

SIW

Write a short story about the nature of the countyry.

1.14. A theme: Enviromental protection 


The scientific and technological progress of the past century has brought about not only rapid industrial development, but it has caused the pollution of the enviroment. Today natural resources are exhausted; some species of flora and fauna are disappearring, city and industry waters are endangering lakes, rivers and ponds. Big cities have a problem with air pollution.


In recent years the pollution problems have received great publicity due to the Enviromental movement which has gained wide-spread support. Enviromental activities stress that pollution is caused by industry and automobilies.They warn that acid rains threaten many forests. More and more people have started to realise that to keep air and waterclean, strict pollution control is necessary.


The protection of natural resources and wildlife is becoming a political programme of a lot of countries. Numerous anti-pollution acts passed in different countries have brought about considerable improvements in environment. In many countries purifying systems for treatment of industrial waters have been installed, measures have been taken to protect rivers and seas from oil waters. Wildlife reservation, models of undisturbed nature, have been developed in some parts of the world.


As the environmental problems have grown beyond the concern of a single country, their solution requires the co-operation of all nations.


Today environmental problems has become a universal problem. Technological progress improves people’s lives, but at the same time it brings about pollution and contamination of land, water and air. The atmosphere of the Earth and the depths of the oceans are poisoned with toxic wastes created by the humans. Millions of species-animals, birds, fish have already disappeared from our planet. Natural resources are exhausted; the mental catastrophe too. Consentration of millions of people on a tiny area causes numerous problems. Some of them can be solved only at the expence of creating new ones. Thus, air pollution on is caused by the  ever-incresing number of automobiles that help to cope with the transportation problem. 


The survival of our civilisation depends on the ability of mankind to find a way out. The task of protecting the nature is of primary importance now. Recently the Environmental movement has gained widespread support. Environmental activities, organisations of volunteers do their best to stop pollution of our planet.


Due to the organisations many laws aimed at protecting the nature were passed. It carries out many campaiggns against environmental pollution. The saving nature and animals has become a political program in many countries. Man should change his attitude to the nature to save it.

STIW

     Answer the questions:
1. What is environment?

2. What is pollution?

3. How can we protect our environment?

SIW
Write a report about the environment.
1.15. A theme : devolved adminstrations

Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales each has its own government or Executive, led by a First Minister, and a devolved, unicameral legislature. England, the largest country of the United Kingdom, has no devolved executive or legislature and is adminstrated and legislated for directly by the United Kingdom government and parliament on all issues. This situation has given rise to the so-called West Lothian question which concerns the fact that MP’s from Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales can vote, sometimes decisively on matters affecting England that are handled by devolved legislatures for their constituencies.


The Scottish Government and Parliament have wide ranging powers over any matter that has not been specifically reserved to the UK parliament, including education, healthcare. Scots law and local government. Following their victory at the 2007 elections, the pro-independence Scottish National Party (SNP) formed a minority  government with its leader.


The Welsh Assembly Government and the National Assembly for Wales have more limited powers than those devolved to Scotland, although following the passing of the Government of Wales. The current Welsh Assembly Government was formed several weeks after the 2007 elections.


The Northern Ireland Executive and Assembly have powers closer to those already devolved to Scotland.

Vocabulary:

cause, environment, pollution, ponds,  purifyiing, rapid.

STIW
Answer the questions:

1. What is pollution?

2. How can we protect our environment?

SIW
Write 20 sentences from the text and learn them by heart. 

1.16. A theme: Food in Great Britain


In Britain, breakfast is usually eaten between 7 and 8 o’clock in the morning. Traditionally, it consists of a hot dish such as sausages, bacon and eggs, preceded by cereals and followed by toast and marmalade. Although many hotels still offer this kind of cooked breakfast, at home most people prefer a lighter meal to start the day. Nowadays, a typical breakfast might be a bowl of cornflakes and a cup of tea or coffee, or a boiled egg and a piece of toast with a glass of fresh orange juice. Not only is this typeor light breakfast healthier but also takes only a few minutes to prepare and eat, something which is very important for busy working people.


The meal waten between midday and about 2 pm is usually called lunch. For most people this is a light meal, often eaten at their worlplace, which could be a hot-dog: a few sandwiches or a baked potato. People have only 30 or 40 minutes for lunch so they often buy pre-cooked “convenience” food. As the name suggests, convenience food is very quick and easy to prepare since it only needs to be heated on a slove or in a microwave oven. Over sixty per cent of British homes now use a microwave oven for cooking and many offices also have one for employees to use. Sunday lunch is very different. This is the traditional time when all the family can relax and enjoy a meal together. A typical Sunday lunch consists of roast beef and potatoes, boiled vegetables (such as carrots or peas) and gravy ( a thick brown sauce made with the juice from the meat). It is usually followed by a sweet pudding or pie.


Dinner is the main meal for most families. It is eaten between 6 and 8 o’clock in the evening and vonsists of two courses: meat or fish and vegetables, following by a dessert or pudding. Many families prefer to eat take-away food for dinner instead of cooking. The traditional take-away food is fried fish and chips eaten with salt and vinegar. In recent years American-style “fast-food”, especially hamburgers, has become very popular. Most towns and cities have restaurants specialising in food from other countries, such as Chinese and Indian dishes, Turkish kebabes and Italian pizzas.


As well as being the most popular drink in Britain, tea is also the name of a light meal eaten between 4 and 5 o’clock. It generally consists of a few pieces of bread and butter with jam, cakes or biscuits and hot tea. Of course, working people have no time for this meal, but they do often have afternoon “tea-break” when they drink a cup of tea or coffee. Some families, for whom lunch is the main meal of the day, also eat a light meal called supper, in place of dinner. This is usually eaten between 7and 8o’clock and could be something like cheese on toast, a slice of pizza, or a bowl of soup.


Since 1970 the eating habits of British people have changed. Doctors and nutritionalists have advised people to eat less fatty food and more food like fresh fruit and vegetables, which contain a lot of fibre.
Vocabulary:
bowl. carrot, gravy,  peas, slice, toast.

STIW
Answer the questions:

1. What is your favourite food?

2. Do you like the British food?

SIW
Write a topic about the British food. And also write about your favourite food.
Section 2. The USA
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2.1. A theme:  geographical position  of the USA. 

The USA occupies the central part of the North American continent. It borders on Canada in the north and Mexico in the south. It is washed by the Atlantic Ocean in the east, by the Pacific Ocean in the west and by the Gulf of Mexico in the south.

The present territory of the USA consists of three separate parts. The USA proper and Alaska are situated in North America. The Hawaii are situated in the central part of the Pacific Ocean.

The area of the country is about 9,400,000 km2, of which 1,693,438 km2 accounts in Alaska and 16,729 km2 in Hawaii. The highest point in the country (and across North America) is located in Alaska-Mount McKinley (6,194m), the lowest place-Death Valley (86 m below sea level)- is in California. The average height of the United States about 760 m above sea level. About half the country is covered mountain ranges, plains and plateau of the Cordillera, the eastern edge of the belt form the Cordillera mountain range of the Rocky Mountains higher than 4000m. To the east there are the Appalachian Mountains (2037m). Between the Cordillera and the Appalachian are vast inland plains-Central, Great-and Primeksikanskaya lowland. In the west, many rivers form the magnificent beauty of the canyons, dividing ridges. In the north is a chain of Great Lakes-Superior, Michigan, Huron, Erie and Ontario-an area of about 200000 km2. In the glacial period in the country, there were several tens of thousands of small lakes, among which stand out Winnipesauke, Cayuga and Shapley in the northeast and styrene Winnebago, Red Mill and Lex- the western part. In Utah the Great Salt Lake is located, is also formed by glaciers. Rivers of the eastern United States, chief among which are the Hudson, Delaware, Susquehanna, Potomac and Savannah is very affluent and navigable almost throughout. River center of the country, such as Ohio, Tennessee, Illinois and Mississippi in the spring often are filled, and the hot summer the water level in the in them decreases significantly. Further to the west of the river are such as Missouri, Arkansas, Rio Grande, Colorado, Sacramento, Snake, Columbia. The main river is the Yukon in Alaska.
No general statement can be made about the landscape of the USA. It is a country of mountains and prairies, valleys and deserts. About one half of the territory in the west is occupied by the Cordilleras. In the east there are the Appalachian Mountains. Between these great mountain chains central and large valleys lie.

The Rocky Mountains extend from Alaska through Canada and the USA to Mexico. Together with the Sierra Nevada Mountains in California they have snow-capped peaks and clear mountain lakes.

The Great Lakes are situated in the north-east of the country. They are Lake Ontario, Lake Huron, Lake Erie, Lake Superior, Lake Michigan. The largest rivers of the USA are the Mississippi, the Missouri, the Columbia, the Colorado, and the Yukon. American rivers have very expressive names: the Snake River, the Milk River, the Green River, the Sweetwater River, the White River.

The USA has rich deposits of coal, oil, iron, zinc, copper, silver, phosphate rock, natural gas, uranium and nonferrous metals. The country has one fourth of the world’s coal deposits.

The USA consists of 50 states and territories of Puerto Rico, American Samoa, Guam and Virgin Islands. 

Vocabulary: Chain, copper, phosphate, landscape, occupy, rock
SIW

Learn by heart 15 sentences from the text.

Write a short story about the USA.

STIW

Write 10 sentences from the text and learn them by heart.
2.2. A theme: the population of the USA
The current U.S.A. population is over 310 million people (310,300,000 in late 2010) so the United States has the world's third largest population (following China and India).

As the world's population is approximately 6.8 billion, the current United States population represents a mere 4.5% of the world's population so about one in every twenty people on the planet is a resident of the United States of America.

In 1790, the year of the first census of the U.S.A. population, there were 3,929,214 Americans. By 1900, the U.S.A. population jumped to 75,994,575. In 1920 the census counted more than a hundred million people (105,710,620). Another 100 million people were added to the United States population in just fifty years when the two hundred million barrier was reached in 1970 with 203,302,031 counted in the census.

The 2000 Census counted a U.S.A. population of 281,421,906. Six years later the U.S. population had grown to 300 million. At 7:46 a.m. (Eastern Time) on Tuesday, October 17, 2006 the U.S. Census Bureau estimated that the United States population officially reached 300 million.

The U.S. Census Bureau expects the U.S.A. population to grow to reach these estimates over the next few decades:

· 2010 - 309,162,581 

· 2020 - 336,031,546 

· 2030 - 363,811,435 

· 2040 - 392,172,658 

· 2043 - 400,527,776 (the year of 400 million) 

· 2050 - 420,080,587 

The Population Reference Bureau succinctly summarized the state of the growing U.S.A. population in 2006, "Each 100 million has been added more quickly than the last. It took the United States more than 100 years to reach its first 100 million in 1915. After another 52 years, it reached 200 million in 1967. Less than 40 years later, it is set to hit the 300-million mark. Within another 37 years, we are projected to pass 400 million."

In 2050, the United State population will remain the world's third largest (with India as number one and China as number two). Number four Nigeria is expected to have more than 120 million fewer people than the U.S. population in 2050.

The United States' total fertility rate is 2.1, which means that, on average, each woman gives birth to 2.1 children throughout her life. The total fertility rate of 2.1. means a stable no-growth population overall. However, immigration plays a huge impact on the growing U.S. population. Overall the United States population is growing at 0.9% a year as of 2007.
America is a very diverse country with many nationalities, many of whom retained their language and traditions and if we divide the population into groups according to race, then the whites are 83,4% of the population (among them the most outstanding Diaspora Irish, Italians, Jews, Russians, Poles, Ukrainians), Africans (mostly descendants of slaves brought from Africa in the 18 century)-12,4%, Asians and Pacific Islanders-3,3%, American Indian )indigenous people of the United States0-less 1%. 

Language: English (official), about 32 million U.S. residents also uses a second language, the most popular among them are – Spanish, Chinese, Russian, Polish, Korean, Vietnamese, Portuguese, Japanese, Greek, Arabic, Hindi, Urdu, Yiddish, Thai, Armenian, Navajo. 

Religion: Christian believers make up the majority of the U.S. population, 1,8%, Episcopal Church-1,7%. A large number of residents belong to the Orthodox Church, among them most Catholics-26%, Baptist-19,4%, Methodist-8%, Presbyterians-2,8%, Pentecostal-large non Christian groups are distinguished Jews-2%, Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus

Vocabulary: Approximately, count, estimate, impact, succinctly

STIW
Questions:

1. What can you say about the population of the USA?

2. What kind of people live in the USA?

3. What language is spoken in the USA?

SIW
 Learn by heart 12 sentences  and write 10 sentences from the text

2.3. A theme: History of the United States of America-Formation of the USA

The 13 American colonies became the 13 United States of America in 1783, following their war for independence from Britain. Before the war ended, they ratified a framework for their common efforts. These Articles of Confederation provided for a union, but an extremely loose and fragile one. George Washington called it a "rope of sand."

There was no common currency; individual states still produced their own. There was no national military force; many states still had their own armies and navies. There was little centralized control over foreign policy; states negotiated directly with other countries. And there was no national system for imposing and collecting taxes.

Disputes between Maryland and Virginia over navigation rights on the Potomac River, which formed their common border, led to a conference of five states in Annapolis, Maryland, in 1786. Alexander Hamilton, a delegate from New York, said that such commercial issues were part of larger economic and political questions. What was needed, he said, was a rethinking of the Confederation. He and the other delegates proposed holding a convention to do just that. Support from Washington, unquestionably the most trusted man in America, won over those who thought the idea was too bold.

The gathering in Philadelphia in May 1787 was remarkable. The 55 delegates elected to the convention had experience in colonial and state government. They were knowledgeable in history, law, and political theory. Most were young, but the group included the elderly Benjamin Franklin, who was nearing the end of an extraordinary career of public service and scientific achievement. Two notable Americans were not there: Thomas Jefferson was in Paris as American ambassador to France, and John Adams was in London as ambassador to Great Britain.
The Continental Congress had authorized the convention to amend the Articles of Confederation. Instead, the delegates threw aside the Articles — judging them inadequate for the needs of the new nation — and devised a new form of government based on the separation of legislative, executive, and judicial powers. The gathering had become a constitutional convention.

Reaching consensus on some of the details of a new constitution would prove extremely difficult. Many delegates argued for a strong national government that limited states' rights. Others argued equally persuasively for a weak national government that preserved state authority. Some delegates feared that Americans were not wise enough to govern themselves and so opposed any sort of popular elections. Others thought the national government should have as broad a popular base as possible. Representatives from small states insisted on equal representation in a national legislature. Those from big states thought they deserved to have more influence. Representatives from states where slavery was illegal hoped to outlaw it. Those from slave states rejected any attempts to do so. Some delegates wanted to limit the number of states in the Union. Others supported statehood for the newly settled lands to the West. 

The draft Constitution was not a long document. Yet it provided the framework for the most complex government yet devised. The national government would have full power to issue currency, levy taxes, grant patents, conduct foreign policy, maintain an army, establish post offices, and wage war. And it would have three equal branches — a congress, a president, and a court system — with balanced powers and checks against each other's actions.

Economic interests influenced the course of debate on the document, but so did state, sectional, and ideological interests. Also important was the idealism of the men who wrote it. They believed they had designed a government that would promote individual liberty and public virtue.

On September 17, 1787, after four months of deliberation, a majority of delegates signed the new Constitution. They agreed it would become the law of the land when nine of the 13 states had ratified it.

The ratification process lasted about a year. Opponents voiced fears that a strong central government could become tyrannical and oppressive. Proponents responded that the system of checks and balances would prevent this from happening. The debate brought into existence two factions: the Federalists, who favored a strong central government and who supported the Constitution, and the Anti-Federalists, who favored a loose association of states and who opposed the Constitution.

Even after the Constitution was ratified, many Americans felt it lacked an essential element. They said it did not enumerate the rights of individuals. When the first Congress met in New York City in September 1789, lawmakers agreed to add these provisions. It took another two years before these 10 amendments — collectively known as the Bill of Rights — became part of the Constitution.

The first of the 10 amendments guarantees freedom of speech, press, and religion; the right to protest, assemble peacefully, and demand changes. The fourth protects against unreasonable searches and arrest. The fifth provides for due process of law in all criminal cases. The sixth guarantees the right to a fair and speedy trial. And the eighth protects against cruel and unusual punishment.

Since the Bill of Rights was adopted more than 200 years ago, only 17 more amendments have been added to the Constitution.
Vocabulary: authorized, convention, deserve, legislature, oppressive, ratification, responded, tyrannical, convention, extraordinary, propose, rethink

STIW
Answer the questions:

1. What stories do you know about the USA?

2. What is convention?

3. Learn by heart 12 sentences about the history of the USA

SIW
Write a topic about the history of the USA.

2.4. A theme: Political system of the USA
The United States of America is a federal republic consisting of 50 states. Each state has its own government («state government*). In some ways the United States is like 50 small countries.
The government of the USA act according to the Constitution which was signed by the first thirteen representatives of thirteen original American states in 1787. The document was written in 1787 and since that time twenty six Amendments have been added. The first ten Amendments were simply rights or the Bill of rights. According to the Constitution the USA is a republic. So, the officials of any rank are elected by US citizens. Every citizen has rights which can not be violated.
The Constitution proclaims a federal system of government which keeps both the states and the federal power from getting too much power. It means that the federal government is given certain powers, for example, to make peace or war, to issue money and to regulate the trade and so on.
The federal power is located in Washington, D.C. It is based on legislative, executive and juridical branches of power.
The legislative power is vested in Congress, which consists of two houses: the Senate and the House of Representatives, There are 435 members in the House of Representatives and 100 senators in Congress. Each state elects two members for the Senate.
The executive branch is headed by the President who is assisted by the Vice President. The President enforces federal laws, serves as commander-in-chief of the Armed Forces. The President can veto a bill unless Congress by a two-thirds vote shall overrule him. The Vice President, elected from the same political party as the President, acts as chairman of the Senate, and in the event of the death of the President, assumes the Presidency. The President of the USA is chosen in nationwide elections every 4 years together with the Vice.-President. The President can not be elected for more than two terms. The Cabinet is made up of Department Secretaries. The most important of them is the Secretary of State, who deals with foreign affairs.
The judicial branch is made up of Federal District Courts, 11 Federal Courts and the Supreme Court. Federal judges are appointed by the President for life.
Federal courts decide cases involving federal law, conflicts between citizens of different states.
Constitution has been amended twenty six times. The Bill of Rights guarantees individual liberties: freedom of word,» religion and so on. Later amendments abolished slavery, granted the vote to women and colour people and allowed citizens to vote at the age of 18.
Vocabulary:

abolish, assist, overrule,  persist, power, vest.

STIW
Tasks:

Make up sentences with the words.

SIW
Write a report about the political system of the USA.

2.5. A theme: Constitution

During the war the states had agreed to work together. In sending representatives to a national congress patterned after the "Congress of Delegates" that conducted the war with England. It would raise money to pay off debts of the war, establish a money system and deal with foreign nations in making treaties. The agreement that set up this plan of cooperation was called the Articles of Confederation.


Many Americans worried about the future. How could they win the respect of other nations if the states did not pay their depts? How could they improve .the country by building roads or canals if the stales would not work together? They believed that the Congress needed more power.


The plan for the government was written in very simple language in a document called the Constitution of the United Slates. The Constitution set up a federal system with a strong central government. A federal system is one in which power is shared between a central authority and its constituent parts, with some rights reserved to each.
1.The Constitution also called for the election of a national leader, or president.

Two main fears shared by most Americans: one fear was that one person or group, including the majority, might become too powerful or be able to seize control of the country and create a tyranny. Another fear was that the new central government might weaken or take away the power of the state governments to run their own affairs. To deal with this the Constitution specified exactly what power central government had and which power was reserved for the states.


Representatives of various states noted that the Constitution did not have an> words guaranteeing the freedoms or the basic rights and privileges of citizens. Though the Convention delegates did not think it necessary to include such explicit guarantees, many people felt that they needed further written protection against tyranny So. a "Bill of Rights" was added to the Constitution.
 A theme: Legislative Branch



Can make federal laws, levy federal taxes, declare war or put foreign treaties into effect.



The House of Representatives: two-year terms, each member represents a district in his state according in the population of it. 435 representatives in the United States House of Representatives.



The Senate: six-year terms each state has two senators, only one-third of the Senate is elected even two years, experienced senators in Congress alter each election.



A bill is read, studied in committees, commented on and amended in the Senate or House chamber in which it was introduced, it is then voted upon. I fit passes it is -;cnt to the other house where a similar procedure occurs. Members of both houses work together in "conference committees" if the chambers have passed different versions of the same bill. Groups who try to persuade Congressmen to vote lor or against a bill are known as "lobbies". When both houses of Congress pass a bill on which they agree, it is sent to the president for his signature. Only after it is signed does the bill become a law.

The Executive Branch


The chief executive is the president, who is elected to a two-year term.



The president, as the chief formulator of public policy, can veto (forbid) am bill passed by Congress. The veto can be overridden by a two-thirds vote in both the Senate and House of Representatives. As head of his political party, with ready access to the news media, the president can easily influence public opinion regarding issues and legislation that he deems vital.



The president is commander in chief of the armed forces



The major departments of the government are headed by appointed secretaries who collectively make up the president's cabinet. Each appointment must he continued by a vote of the Senate. 
After 350 years of development the United States of America still holds the leading position in the western world. The USA is the most powerful and highly developed country of the world. The United States of America lies in the central part of North American continent. Its western coast is washed by the Pacific Ocean. Its eastern coast is washed by the Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico.

The USA consists of three separate parts. They are the Hawaiian Islands, Alaska and the rest major part of the USA. There are fifty states and district of Columbia. The states differ very much in size, population and economical development. The population of the United States is about 250 million people.

What makes the USA the leader of the western world is its economical, political and military dominance over other countries.

The United States is a federal republic. The Government is divided into three branches: legislative (the US Congress), executive (the President and his Administration) and judicial (the US Supreme Court).

There are two main political parties in the USA: the Democratic and the Republican.

The flag of the USA is called "Stars and Stripes" The 50 stars — white on a blue field — represent the 50 states, 18 stripes represent 13 original English colonies, which in 1776 became independent of England.

The capital of the United States is Washington. It was named in honour of the first president whose name was George Washington. The biggest cities of the USA are New York, San Francisco, Los Angeles, Chicago and other.
Vocabulary:

abolish,branche, executive, issue, legislative, regulate, explicit,  fear, freedom, pattern, powerful, protection, reserve.

STIW 

Answer the questions:

1. What is Constitution?

2. What is your opinion about the government?

SIW
Write a report about the Political system  and the Government of the USA.

STIW

Answer the questions:


1. What is Legislative brunch?


2. What is Senate?

2.6. A theme: the US Educational System 
The US educational system is very decentralized and schools vary greatly from state to state. There are three levels of subsidizing of education: federal, state and local. They subsidize 3-5 per cent on a federal level, around 20 per cent on a state level and 70-80 per cent on a local level.  

There are 15,000 school districts which are different in size. A school district is governed by the Board of Education School Board School Council which is elected every two years by the residents of the school district. Members of school boards perform their responsibilities on a volunteer basis, that means they do not get any salaries. They are to define the policies for the administration of the school district. Teachers, in turn, decide about the program and approaches of teaching.  

Every resident pays a school tax to the school district he/she lives in, no matter he/she has school children or not. School education in the United States is free and parents are free to choose a school for their children. But if parents send their child to a school of another school district they have to pay the sum equivalent to the school tax directly to the school the child goes to.  

There are also a lot of private schools, mainly religious, and parents have to pay for them. The cost is $ 5,000 - $ 10,000 a year.  

There is no home education in the United States. Each invalid is supposed to attend school. School provides all the necessary conditions for them to study.  

The school system structure in the United States looks like this. Children start going to school at the age of five. First they go to eight-year elementary school and then to high school or if they go to five- or six-year elementary school, they then attend three- or four-year middle school, and then high school. Teenagers study at high school four years and graduate from it at the age of eighteen.

Members of each grade in high school have special names:  

a ninth grader is called a Freshman,  

a tenth grader - a Sophomore,  

an eleventh grader - a Junior,  

a twelfth grader - a Senior.  

The completion of high school is called graduation. In order to graduate, students must accumulate a certain amount of credits during their four years at school. Credits are points given for every subject that is passed successfully. In addition to that, students must successfully complete specific subjects required by the state or local educational authorities, such as US history, English, mathematics and physical education. This may vary from state to state.  

Over 60% of school graduates continue their education in two- or four-year colleges or universities. At least 10% of high school students are allowed to finish school at the age of 16. 
A school year starts at the beginning of September or at the end of August and ends in late June or early July, just before the Independence Day, and is divided into three terms/trimesters or four quarters. School children have winter and spring breaks for two or three weeks and summer vacation for six up to eight weeks.  

There is a great variety of Saturday, Sunday, vocational and other schools. The most popular one is summer school. It is for students who want to get a deeper knowledge in a particular subject, or to skip a year, or just fail their examinations. It lasts six weeks and parents have to pay for it. 

Students go to school five days a week. They get to and from school by a school bus. A typical school day in America starts at 7.30 AM with the Pledge of Allegiance in which the US flag and the whole nation is glorified. Then follows the homeroom period during which a homeroom teacher calls the roll and the principal makes his/her announcements over the intercom. Every day students usually have seven periods which last 50-55, sometimes 45 minutes. In some schools there are four periods lasting 90 minutes. There are 2-5 minute passing’s between periods and a break of 30 minutes for lunch 

American schools today house a large number of students but making friends can be difficult, as the same group of students does not attend all the classes. In order to encourage meeting and knowing a broader population at school, special emphasis is placed on so-called extracurricular activities where interests, rather than academic ability, bring students together.  

Extracurricular activities are the many club meetings, music or drama rehearsals, and sport practice sessions that take place in American high school in the afternoon after classes. These meetings are a very important part of high school life, since they are a link between different groups of students who are placed in various academic programs. Students who usually would not meet in the classroom get to know each other in areas of common interest. They give students the opportunity to further their specific interests in various fields and to spend their free time together.  

Even though they are not mandatory, many students get involved in different extracurricular activities. Since students spend a lot of time participating in various activities, school becomes the center of social life for students. They not only go to school to study the material presented in class, but they also meet together to socialize and to pursue their interests.  

Other important activities in American high school are sports teams. Most schools offer a variety of teams for both boys and girls. American football, basketball and base- ball are played in the majority of schools. In addition, one may find tennis, gymnastics, hockey, swimming, golf, volleyball, cross-country, and track and field teams, depending again on the size and financial resources of the school. Soccer is also growing in popularity.  

Usually schools have varsity teams, which complete with other schools and which have very intensive training, and intramural teams, which play other teams within the school itself. In most schools, there is a great deal of competition between students to join the varsity team. There often are schools regulations that make it difficult for new students to join. On the intramural teams most students are welcome to participate.  

In many schools girls have fewer possibilities than boys. Smaller schools may not have some of the above-mentioned teams for girls. But a special group of girls and boys play an important part at the football and basketball games. They are called cheerleaders and they lead the crowd in cheers for their team.  

In addition to clubs and sports teams, one will find the Student Council and the class officer meetings. Students are elected by their school and classmates to represent them in these bodies and to organize activities for their school 

U.S. colleges and universities offer a vide variety of programs ranging from highly academic courses to very practical ones. Students can be educated not only for academic professions, but also for technical professions, such as mechanics, nursing, medical technology, computer technology and book-keeping.  

In universities young people study four years to get bachelor’s degree. If one wants to get master’s degree he/she must study two years more and do a research work. If one has master’s degree, studies more, does a research work and passes an oral, comprehensive examination he/she gets doctor’s degree (PhD).
Vocabulary: accumulate, comprehensive, decentralize, invalid, salary, subsidize,  suppose, teenager, vocational
STIW
A discussion about education.

Answer the questions:

1. What is education?

2. What kind of education do you like?

3. What is the difference between  education and knowledge?

4. Is it important to be a well-educated person?

SIW
Write a report about educational system of the USA.

Write sentences with the new words.

Put 15 questions to the text.

2.7.  A theme: cinema, mass media.

Media of the United States
Media of the United States consist of several different types of communications media: television, radio, cinema, newspapers, magazines, and Internet-based Web sites. The U.S. also has a strong music industry. Many of the media are controlled by large for-profit corporations who reap revenue from advertising, subscriptions, and sale of copyrighted material. American media conglomerates tend to be leading global players, generating large revenues as well as large opposition in many parts of the world. Further deregulation and convergence are under way, leading to mega-mergers, further concentration of media ownership, and the emergence of multinational media conglomerates. Critics allege that localism, local news and other content at the community level, media spending and coverage of news, and diversity of ownership and views have suffered as a result of these processes of media concentration.[1]
Theories to explain the success of such companies include reliance on certain policies of the American federal government or a tendency to natural monopolies in the industry. See Media bias in the United States.

The organization Reporters Without Borders publishes an annual Press Freedom Index; in 2010 the US was ranked 20th out of 178 countries.

STIW

Answer the questions:

1. What are the most popular mass media in the USA?

2. Who is your favorite actor or actress?

SIW
Write a story about your favorite actor or actress.

2.8. A theme:  Radio, cinema in the United states
American radio broadcasts in two bands: FM and AM. Some stations are only talk radio — featuring interviews and discussions — while music radio stations broadcast one particular type of music: Top 40, hip-hop, country, etc. Radio broadcast companies have become increasingly consolidated in recent years. National Public Radio is the nation's primary public radio network, but most radio stations are commercial and profit-oriented.

Talk radio as a political medium has also exploded in popularity during the 1990s, due to the 1987 repeal of the Fairness Doctrine, which meant that stations no longer had to "balance" their day by programming alternative points of view.[citation needed]
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC)in 1970 had limited the number of radio station one person or compant could own to 1 AM and 1 FM locally and 7 AM and 7 FM stations nationally. See IBOC and HD Radio.

A new form of radio that is gaining popularity is satellite radio. The two biggest subscriptions based radio services are Sirius Satellite Radio and XM Satellite Radio, which have recently both merged together to form Sirius XM Radio. Unlike terrestrial radio music channels are commercial free and other channels feature very minimal commercials. Satellite radio also is not regulated by the FCC.

Arbitron, a consumer research company, provides ratings (similar to the Nielsen ratings) for national and local radio stations in the United States.

In the 20th century, the motion picture industry rose to become one of the most successful and powerful industries in the U.S. Along with other intellectual property industries, its relative importance to the American economy has strengthened as the importance of manufacturing and agriculture have decreased (due to globalization).
STIW
Answer the questions:

1. What kind of films do you like to watch?

2. What is the role of radio in our life?

3. Do you know  what is BBC?

SIW
Write your opinion about the cinema

2.9. A theme: Newspapers in the US
Newspapers have declined in their influence and penetration into American households over the years. The U.S. does not have a national paper. The New York Times and the Wall Street Journal are sold in most U.S. cities.[citation needed]
Although the Times' primary audience has always been the people of New York City, the New York Times has gradually become the dominant national "newspaper of record." Apart from its daily nationwide distribution, the term means that back issues are archived on microfilm by every decent-sized public library in the nation, and the Times' articles are often cited by both historians and judges as evidence that a major historical event occurred on a certain date. The Los Angeles Times and the Wall Street Journal are also newspapers of record to a lesser extent. Although USA Today has tried to establish itself as a national paper, it has been widely derided by the academic world as the "McPaper" and is not subscribed to (let alone archived) by most libraries.

Apart from the newspapers just mentioned, all major metropolitan areas have their own local newspapers. Typically, a metropolitan area will support at most one or two major newspapers, with many smaller publications targeted towards particular audiences. Although the cost of publishing has increased over the years, the price of newspapers has generally remained low, forcing newspapers to rely more on advertising revenue and on articles provided by a major wire service, such as the Associated Press or Reuters, for their national and world coverage.

With very few exceptions, all the newspapers in the U.S. are privately owned, either by large chains such as Gannett or McClatchy, which own dozens or even hundreds of newspapers; by small chains that own a handful of papers; or in a situation that is increasingly rare, by individuals or families.

Most general-purpose newspapers are either being printed one time a week, usually on Thursday or Friday, or are printed daily. Weekly newspapers tend to have much smaller circulation and are more prevalent in rural communities or small towns. Major cities often have "alternative weeklies" to complement the mainstream daily paper(s), for example, New York City's Village Voice or Los Angeles' L.A. Weekly, to name two of the most well-known. Major cities may also support a local business journal, trade papers relating to local industries and papers for local ethnic and social groups.

Probably due to competition from other media, the number of daily newspapers in the U.S. has declined over the past half-century, according to Editor & Publisher, the trade journal of American newspapers. In particular, the number of evening newspapers has fallen by almost one-half since 1970, while the number of morning editions and Sunday editions has grown.

For comparison, in 1950, there were 1,772 daily papers (and 1,450 — or about 70 percent — of them were evening papers) while in 2000, there were 1,480 daily papers (and 766—or about half—of them were evening papers.)

The primary source of newspaper income is advertising — in the form of "classifieds" or inserted advertising circulars — rather than circulation income. However, since the late 1990s, this revenue source has been directly challenged by Web sites like eBay (for sales of secondhand items), Monster.com (jobs), and Craigslist (everything).

The largest newspapers (by circulation) in the United States are USA Today, the Wall Street Journal, the New York Times and the Los Angeles Times.
STIW
Answer the questions:

1. What newspapers of the country do you know?

2. Have you read any of them?

SIW
Write a report about any of the newspapers

2.10. A theme:  Magazines and internet in  the USA
Thanks to the huge size of the English-speaking North American media market, the United States has a large magazine industry with hundreds of magazines serving almost every interest, as can be determined by glancing at any newsstand in any large American city. Most magazines are owned by one of the large media conglomerates or by one of their smaller regional brethren.

The U.S. has three leading weekly newsmagazines: Time, Newsweek and U.S. News and World Report. Time and Newsweek are center-left while U.S. News and World Report tends to be center-right. Time is well-known for naming a "Person of the Year" each year, while U.S. News publishes annual ratings of American colleges and universities.

The U.S. also has over a dozen major political magazines.

Finally, besides the hundreds of specialized magazines that serve the diverse interests and hobbies of the American people, there are also dozens of magazines published by professional organizations for their members, such as Communications of the ACM (for computer science specialists) and the ABA Journal (for lawyers).

The Internet has provided a means for newspapers and other media organizations to deliver news and, significantly, the means to look up old news. Some organizations only make limited amounts of their output available for free, and charge for access to the rest. Other organizations allow their archives to be freely browsed. It is possible that the latter type obtain more influence, as they are true to the spirit of freedom of information by virtue of making it free. Anyone who has followed external links only to be confronted with a pay to view banner, might attest that the reputations of organizations that charge is not enhanced by their charging policy, particularly when the same information is available from sources that don't charge.

The Internet, by means of making available such constantly growing news archives, is, in effect, writing our history as it happens, at a level of detail never before known. While proprietary archives are slowly exposed to the public after many decades, organizations that maintain immediately updating resources have more control over what will be remembered by the general public in the near future. 
The cinema of the United States has had a profound effect on cinema across the world since the early 20th century. Its history is sometimes separated into four main periods: the silent film era, classical Hollywood cinema, New Hollywood, and the contemporary period. Since the 1920s, the American film industry has grossed more money every year than that of any other country.

In 1878, Eadweard Muybridge demonstrated the power of photography to capture motion. In 1894, the world's first commercial motion picture exhibition was given in New York City, using Thomas Edison's Kinetoscope. The United States was in the forefront of sound film development in the following decades. Since the early 20th century, the U.S. film industry has largely been based in and around Hollywood, Los Angeles, California. Picture City, FL was also a planned site for a movie picture production center in the 1920s, but due to the 1928 Okeechobee hurricane, the idea collapsed and Picture City returned to its original name of Hobe Sound. Director D. W. Griffith was central to the development of film grammar. Orson Welles's Citizen Kane (1941) is frequently cited in critics' polls as the greatest film of all time.[1] American screen actors like John Wayne and Marilyn Monroe have become iconic figures, while producer/entrepreneur Walt Disney was a leader in both animated film and movie merchandising. The major film studios of Hollywood are the primary source of the most commercially successful movies in the world, such as Gone with the Wind (1939), Star Wars (1977), Titanic (1997), and Avatar (2009). Today, American film studios collectively generate several hundred movies every year, making the United States the third most prolific producer of films in the world — the first being India and the second being Nigeria.[2]
Tasks:
STIW
Questions:

1. What kind of films do you like to watch?

1. Who are your favorite actors?
SIW
Write a short story about your favorite magazines.

2.11. A theme: American and British Families


American and British families are small. In fact the populations of both Britain and the USA have stopped growing. The typical family has a father, a mother and two children. Grandparents come to visit, but do not usually live with their children.


Most people get married between the age of 20 and 23, but many marriages end in divorce. This  means that both countries have a large number of “single parent families”, one father or mother looking after their children alone.


 The typical American family has more money than a British family. Many have two or three cars, large modern kitchens and more electrical goods. They eat more meat and spend more on clothes. But their daily programmer is nearly the same. Like British children, American  children  eat lunch at school, come home mid-afternoon, and go to bed earlier than their parents.


The typical British family has a car, a color TV set, a washing machine, and a cat or dog as well. They start the day at about 7 o’clock, have breakfast at 8. and are off to work by 8.30. More and more women now go out to work as well as men. The children have lunch at school at about 12.30, and come home at 4 in the afternoon. Their parents are usually at home by 6 o’clock, and the family eats together at 6.30 or 7. IN the evening, father may go to the pub for a drink, or stay at home and watch TV with the others. Children go to bed early, at about 8 o’clock, two or three hours before their parents.

Tasks:

STIW
Put 15 questions to the text.

SIW
Write a short story about the British and American families.

Also write about Tajik family. Compare them.

Do you see any differences between them? Describe them.

Describe some families
2.12. A theme: the Higher Organs of Power in the USA

By the US Constitution the government of the nation is entrusted to three separate authorities: the Executive, the Legislative and the Judicial. The executive power is vested in the President, who holds office during the term of four years, and is elected together with the Vice-President.


Among the duties and powers of the President listed by the Constitution are the following: the President is Commander-in Chief of the armed forces, he makes treaties and appoints ambassadors to foreign powers as well as other high officers of the United States. Within his competence is also the responsibility for taking care that the Constitution gives the President some measure of control of the military establishment, imposes upon him a responsibility for foreign policy and assigns to him the obligation to administer federal programmers.


The administrative business of the nation is conducted by Secretaries who form the Cabinet. They are appointed by the President but their nomination must be confirmed by the Senate. The Cabinet is a kind of an advisory group to the President which has developed by custom rather than the provision of the Constitution. The Vice-President likewise participates in the cabinet meetings. The cabinet members are: the Secretary of State, the Secretary of the Treasure, the Secretary of Defense, the Attorney General, the Postmaster General, the Secretary of Commerce, the Secretary of the Interior,  the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of Commerce,  the Secretary of Labor, and, and the Secretaries of Health, Education and Welfare. AS chief executive officer, the President can at his discretion remove any Secretary.


The Executive office of the President is represented by a group of agencies. First of all, these are: the White House Office , the Bureau  of the Budget, the National Security Council, the Central Intelligence Agency, the Council of Economic Advisers, and the Office of 

Civil and Defense  Mobilisation .  These are not advisory bodies but the bodies which carry out administrative functions.

         The whole legislative power in the USA is vested in the Congress.

There are two chambers in the US Congress: the Senate and the House of  Representative . Besides the legislative function the Senate is entrusted with the power of ratifying or rejecting all treaties made by the President.
Vocabulary:

to vest in, executive power, to make treaties, officer, chief executive, advisory, chamber, treaty.

STIW
Answer the questions:

1.Who is the executive power in the USA vested in?

2. What duties and powers of the President are listed by the  

Constitution?

3. Who forms the Cabinet?

4. What is the Cabinet?

5. Who is the Executive Office of the President represented by?

6. Which bodies carry out administrative functions?

SIW
Put 15 questions to the text and answer them in a written form.

Write 10 sentences about the Higher Organs of Power in the USA.

2.13. A theme:  popular media and sports

The world’s first commercial motion picture exhibition was given in New York City in 1894, using Thomas Edison’s Kinetoscope. The next year saw the first commercial screening of a projected film, also in New York, and the United States was in the forefront of sound film’s development in the following decades. Since the early 20th century, the U.S. film industry has largely been based in and and around Hollywood, California. Director D.W. Griffith was central to the development of 

film grammar and Orson Welles’s Citizen Kane (1941) is frequently cited as the greatest film grammar of all time. American screen actors like John Wayne and Marilyn Monroe have become iconic figures, while producer/enterpreneur Walt Disney was a leader in both animated film and movie merchandising. The major film studios of Hollywood have produced the most commercially sucessful movies, such as Star Wars (1977) and Titanic (1997), and the products of Hollywood today dominate the global film industry.


Americans are the heaviest television viewers in the world, and the average viewing time continues to rise, reaching five hours a day in 2006. The four major broadcast network are all commercial entities. Americans listen to radio programming, also largely commercialized, on average just over two-and- a half hours a day. Aside from web portals and search engines, the most  popular websites are Facebook, YouTube, Wikepedia, Blogger, eBay, and Craiglist.


The rhythmic and lyrical styles of African American music have deeply influenced American music at large, distinguishing it from European traditions. Elements from folk idioms such as the blues and what is now known as old-time music were adopted and trasformed into popular genres with global audiences. Jazz was developed by innovators such as Louis Armstrong and Duke Ellington early in the 20th century. Countru music developed in the 1920s, and rhythm  and blues in the 1940s. Elvis Preslay and Chuck Berry were among the mid-1950s pioneers of rock and roll. In the 1960s, Bob Dylan emerged from the folk revived to become one of the  America’s most celebrated songwriters and James Brown led the development of funk. More recent American creations include hip hop and house music. American pop stars such as Presley, Michael Jackson and Madonna have become global celebrities.

Since the late 19th centure, baseball has been regarded as the national sport; American football, basketball, and ice hockey are the country’s three other leading professional team sports. College football and basketball attract large audiences. Football is now by several measures the most popular spectator sport. Boxing and horse racing were once the most watched individual sports, but they have been eclipsed by golf and auto racing, particularly NASCAR. Soccer is played widely at the youth and amateur levels. Tennis and many outdoor sports are popular as well.


While most major U.S. sports have evolved out of European practices, basketball, volleyball, skateboarding, snowboaring, and cheerleading are American inventions. Lacross and surfing arose from Native American and Native Havaiian activities that predate Western contact. Eight Olympic Games have taken place in the United States. The United States has won 2,301 madals at the Summer Olympic Games, more than any other country, and 253 in the Winter Olympic Games, the second most.

Vocabulary: amateur, audience, blues, celebrites,frequently, outdoor, racing.

STIW

Answer the questions:

1. What are the most popular media in the USA?

2. Are you interested in them?

SIW
Write a short story about the popular newspapers in the USA.

2.14. A theme: Literature, Philosophy, Arts of the USA


In the 18th century and early 19th century, American are and literature took most of its from Europe. Writers such as Nathaniel Hawthorne, Edgar Allan Poe, and Henry David Thoreau established a distinctive American literary voice by the middle of the 19th century. Mrk Twain and poet Walt Whitman were major figures in the century’s second half, Emily Dickinson, virtually unknown during her lifetime, is now recognized as an essential American poet. A work seen as capturing fundamental aspects of the national experience and character-such as Herman Melville’s Moby-Dick (1851), Twain’s The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn(1855), and F.Scott Fitsgerald’s The  Great Gatsby(1925)- may be the dibbed the “Great American Novel.”


11 U.S. citizens have won the Nobel Prize in Literature, most recently Toni Morrison in 1993, William Faulkner and Emest Hemingway are often named among the most influential writers of the 20th century. Popular literary genres such as the Western and hardboiled crime fiction developed in the  United States. The Beat Generation writers opened up new literary approaches, as have postmodernist authors such as John Barth, Thomas Pynchon, and Don DeLillo.


The transcendentalists, led by Thoreau and Ralph Waldo Emerson, established the first major American philosophical movement. After the Civil War, Charles  Sanders Peirce and then William James and John Dewey were leaders in the development of pragmatism. In the  20th century, the work of W.V.O. Quine and Richard Rorty, built upon by Noam Chomsky, brought analytic philosophy to the fore U.S. academic. John Rawls and Robert Nozick led a revival of political philosophy.


In the visual arts. the Hudson River School was a mid-19th century movement in the tradition of European naturalism. The realist paintings of Thomas Eakins are now widely celebrated. The 1913 Armory Show in New York City, an exhibition of European modernist art, shocked the public and transformed the U.S. art scene. Geoegia O’Keeffe, Marsden Hartley, and others experimented with new styles, displaying a highly individualistic sebsibility. Major artistic movements such as the abstract expressionism of Jackson Pollock and Willem de Kooning and the pop art Andy Warhol and Roy Lichtenstain developed largely in the U.S. The tide of modernism and then postmodernism has brought fame to American architects such as Frank Lloyd Wright, Philip Johnson, and Frank Gehry.

One of the first major promoters of American theater was impresario P.T.Barmum, who began operating a lower Manhattan entertaunment complex in 1841. The team of Harrigan and Hart produced a series of popular musical comedies in New York  starting in the 1870s. In the 20th century, the modern musical form emerged on Broadway; the songs of musical theatre composers such as Irving Berlin, Cole Porter, and Stephen Sondheim have become pop standars, Playwright Eugene O’Neill won the Nobel Literature prize in 1936; other acclaimed U.S. dramatists include multiple Pulizer Prize winners, Edward Albee, and August Wilson.


Though largely overlooked at the time, Charles Ive’s work of the 1910s established him as the first major U.S. composer in the classical tradition; other experimentalists such as Henry Cowell and John Cage created a distinctive American approach to classical composition. Aaron Copland and George Gershwin developed a new synthesis of popular and classical music. Choreographes Isadora Duncan and Martha Graham helped create modern dance, while George Balanchine and Jerome Robbins were leaders in the 20th century ballet. Americans have long been important in the modern artistic medium of photography, with major photographers including Alfred Stieglitz, Edward Steichen, and Ansel Adams. The newspaper comic strip and the comic book are both U.S. innovations. Superman, the quintessential comic book superhero, has become an American icon.

Vocabulary:

capturing, comic, distinctive, essential, sebsibility, virtually.

STIW
Put 14 questions to the text.

Learn by heart 15 sentebces from the text.

SIW
Write a short report about Literature and Arts of the USA.

2.15. A theme: American  character, American Holidays

American society seems to be much more informal than the British and, in some ways, is characterized by less social distinction. Students do not rise when a teacher enters the room. One does not always address a person by his title, such as "Major" or "General" or "Doctor" in the case of a holder of a Doctor of Philosophy degree. The re​spectful "Sir" is not always used in the northern and western parts of the country.

However, it is best to use a person's title when first meeting him/her, and then allow the person to tell you how he/she wishes to be called.

They use first names when calling each other, slap on the back, joke and are much freer in their speech, which is more  slangy than the conventional British English. You will often hear the word "Hi" (a form of greeting among friends) used instead of the usual "Hello," and "Howdy" instead of "How do you do?"

Those who don't easily show these signs of friendship are called "snooty" or "snobbish." In contrast, people who show such simple signs of friendship, particularly to their own economic and social inferiors, are praised as "regular guys," or as "truly demo​cratic." As a description of character, democratic is generally used to signify that a per​son of high social or economic status acts in such a way that his or her inferiors are not reminded of their inferiority.

Yet, in spite of all the informality, Americans, even in the way they address each other, show consciousness of social distinction. For example, one is likely to use some​what more formal language when talking to superiors. While the informal "Hello" is an acceptable greeting from employee to employer, the employee is more apt to say "Hello, Mr. Ferguson," while the employer may reply "Hello, Jim." Southerners make a point of saying "Yes, sir," or "Yes, Ma'am," or "No, sir," or "No, Ma'am," when talking to an older person or a person in a position of authority. While this is good form all over the United Stales, "Yes. Mr. Weston" or "No, Mrs. Baker" is somewhat more common in a similar situation in the North or West.

Certain other forms of politeness are observed on social occasions. Women may wear hats in church. in restaurants, and often when attending luncheons in public places and other public social functions except those that take place in the evening. Men who do wear hats ordinarily remove them in elevators, churches, restaurants, private homes, business offices — in fad, in most public situations when they wish to show respect.
There are a number of holidays in the USA which are celebrated every year. Here are some of them.

The 1st of January is New Year's Day. People do not go to bed until after midnight on December 31. They like to see “the old year out and the new year in”. Many people give parties on New Year's Eve.

Memorial Day, or Decoration Day, is dedicated to those who fought in the War of Independence, in World War I or in World War II.

The 4th of July is Independence Day. It is the biggest national holiday in the USA. The Declaration of Independence was proclaimed in Philadelphia on July 4, 1776, when the American colonies were fighting for independence against England.

On the 11th of November there is Veteran's Day. It is I dedicated to those who fell in the two World Wars.

Thanksgiving Day is on the fourth Thursday in November. In the autumn of 1621, the Pilgrim Fathers celebrated their first harvest festival in America and called it Thanksgiving Day. Since that time it has been celebrated every year.

Christmas is celebrated on the 25th of December. People usually stay at home at Christmas time, and spend the day with their families.
Vocabulary:

contrast, conventional, inferior, slangy, slap, snobbish, snooty.

STIW
Describe any holiday of the country

SIW
Write 20  sentences from the text and learn them by heart.

Write your opinion about the holidays of the USA 
2.16. A theme: History of Democracy of the USA

What do Americans mean when they use the word “Democracy”?

     Abraham Lincoln, one of the best-loved and most respected of America’s president, said that the U.S. had a government “of the people, by the people and for the people”. He called the United States “a nation conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal. No one has formulated a better way of describing the principles of the American political system, as Americans understand it. The Constitution, laws and traditions of the United States give the people the right to determine who will be the leader of their nation, who will make the laws and what the laws will be. The people have the power to change the system. The Constitution guarantees individual freedom to all.

Historical background of Democracy, war and independence
· Democracy is a form of government disappeared from ancient Greece and, over the centuries, the translation of the principles and ideals of democracy into practice has been very rare throughout the world. Most people have been ruled by kings, queens, emperors or small elite groups and, except for certain members of the nobility, the people have had no voice in their government. That was the situation in Europe in 1492.

-By 1700s, England had established 13 colonies in the eastern part of what is now the United States.

-Some of the early British colonies had come to the New World in hopes of enriching themselves; others came because Britain forced them to leave-they were troublemakers or people who could not pay their debts. Some came because of the opportunity, which did not exist for them in Europe, to own land or practice a trade.

-In the course of its long history as a nation, Great Britain had taken several steps toward democracy. England (including Wales) had a parliament which made laws, and most people enjoyed a degree of individual freedom.

-William Penn, a member of the Religious Society of Friends, founded the colony of Pennsylvania, where he set up laws protecting freedom of religion and speech. Those laws also enabled the Pennsylvania colonists to have a voice in their local government.

-Life in the colonies also helped strengthen democratic ideas. They had to work together to build shelter, provide food, clear the land for farms and in general to make their new home land livable for them. This need for cooperation and sharing, combined with a belief in individualism, strengthened the idea that in the New World people were equal; that no one should have special rights and privileges.
-The British government required the people to pay taxes, but gave them no voice in pausing the tax laws. The British motherland determined what the colonists could produce and with whom they could trade.

-In 1774, a group of leaders from the colonies met and formed    

the “Continental Congress”, which informed the king of the colonists, belief that, as free Englishmen, they should have a voice in determining laws that affected them. The king and the conservative government in London paid no heed to the concerns of the colonists, and many colonists felt that this was an injustice, which gave them reason to demand independence from Britain. In 1775, fighting broke out between New England militia and British soldiers.

-On July 4, 1776, Continental Congress issued a Declaration of Independence, primarily written by Thomas Jefferson, a farmer and lawyer from the colony of Virginia. The Declaration described them as “free and independent states” and officially named the United States of America. The document says that all people are created equal, that all have the right to “Life, Liberty, and Pursuit of Happiness”.

 -With help from France, England’s old enemy, and from other European, the American armies, led by George Washington, a surveyor and gentleman farmer from Virginia, won the War of Independence. The place treaty signed in 1783.

STIW
Answer the questions:

1. What is democracy?

2. What is freedom?

3. Do you see any differences between the?

SIW
Write a report about Democracy.
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